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Upcoming Events 
 

Term 2 
 
Week 10 

 Friday 6 July – NAIDOC Assembly 

 Friday 6 July – Last Day of Term 2 
Have a happy and safe break. 

 

Term 3 
 

Week  1 – Term 3 
 Monday 23 July – Start of Term 3 

 Thursday 26 July – Kindergarten 100 days of school 
 

Week  2 – Term 3 
 Monday 30 July –Thursday 2 August – Parent Teacher 

Interviews 

 Thursday 2 August – Kindergarten excursion to National Zoo 
& Aquarium 

Week  3 – Term 3 
 Friday 10 August – Junior Campus SRC & Year 3/4 Assembly   

 

Please ensure all permission notes, medical forms, 
and payments are returned to school. 

Connect with Wanniassa School 

 
If you would like important school updates and success stories, 
please connect to Facebook and download our Skoolbag app for 
updates and notes. 
 

       
 

 

Website: www.wans.act.edu.au Email: info@wans.act.edu.au  

PRESCHOOL - STERNBERG CRESCENT. PH:  6142 1855. JUNIOR CAMPUS - STERNBERG CRESCENT. PH:  6142 1840 
SENIOR CAMPUS - WHEELER CRESCENT. PH:  6142 1870 

 

Voluntary Contributions 
 

All families should have received their family 
transaction statements.  We thank you all for 
your contributions to support the learning and 
improvements to support all students at 
Wanniassa School.  
 

Details are outlined in the newsletter on how 
to pay your contributions should you have any 
queries or questions please contact the front 
office of either the junior or senior campus. 
 
Thank you 

Permission Notes 
  
Excursions and incursions are an important part 
of your child’s education.  They provide rich 
opportunities for your child to engage with 
community and real-life experiences and are 
always connected to the learning happening in 
our school.  We need your support to improve 
the processes and would like to remind you of 
the importance of returning notes on time.  
  
Returning permission notes 
 Notes for excursions, incursions, camps 

and school events must be returned prior 
to, or on the date, stated on the form. 

 This allows time for the final preparations 
to be made. For example, transport, 
staffing, hiring of the venue, sports ground 
and fees. 

 Excursions, incursions and events requiring 
a signed permission note will be cancelled 
if notes are not returned on time.  
 

All excursions, under the Education 
Directorate’s Excursion Policy are a school 
related activity by students, under the 
supervision of a teacher/s, directly related to 
the curriculum of the school. An excursion is a 
variation to normal activity and is not 
predominantly recreational. 
 

 

 

http://www.wans.act.edu.au/
mailto:info@wans.act.edu.au


Leadership Team News 
Principal’s message 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Welcome to our newsletter. 
 
The three Deputy Principals and I have been vigorously debating the fundamentals of the Wanniassa School 
learning and teaching experience for our children and young people. By debating these essentials of 
education, we are enhancing the journey of your child or children through the years that they attend this 
school. Our continuing debates are about revolutionising our understanding, so we can repeatedly share this 
with our teachers, our students and you our parents and carers. We do this regularly so that you can be 
confident your child or children will graduate prepared for college. 
 
The Australian Curriculum is the required curriculum for all schools across all jurisdictions. It has been 
developed over recent years and is designed to help students become confident and creative individuals and 
become active and informed citizens. It sets the goal for what all students learn as they progress through 
their school life – wherever they live in Australia and whatever school they attend. 
 
In the early years, priority is given to literacy and numeracy development as the foundations for further 
learning. As students make their way through the primary years, they focus more on the knowledge, 
understanding and skills of all eight learning areas. In secondary schooling, students are taught by specialist 
teachers. Towards Year 10, the curriculum is designed so students develop skills for civic, social and 
economic participation. Students also have opportunities to make choices about their learning and to 
specialise in areas of interest. The curriculum assists students to consider pathways for study in senior 
secondary schooling from a range of academic and vocational options. 
You can find more details about the Australian Curriculum via this link: 
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/parent-information/ 
At Wanniassa School we are committed to making school not only academically rigorous, but relevant and 
engaging. Indeed, we also want our students to smile and have some fun. With this aim in mind, we 
continue to refine our professional work as teachers. 

 
 

Late arrivals 
We all run late sometimes. For your child, arriving late to school occasionally won't cause major disruption. 
Inevitably, children will feel sick or tired some mornings, or other situations will prevent them from being on 
time. But chronic lateness eventually takes its toll on a child's overall educational experience. According to 
research, missing just 10 percent of the school year in the early grades may contribute to many students 
struggling in primary school, and lateness in later grades is associated with increased failure and dropout 
rates. Missing the first 10 minutes of every day equates to 50 minutes per week, 500 minutes (8.3 hours) per 
term and 2000 minutes (33.3 hours = 5.5 days) per year! We have over 30% of students arriving late each 
and every day. This can be prevented and we ask that you help prevent the impact that lateness has on 
learning so that it does not negatively impact their child's school life. 
 
Lunches 
We have had an increase of students not bringing any food to school to nourish them during the day. It is 
essential that our students come to school with food to eat for recess and lunch each day. We have had a 
concerning increase of students who do not have any food. Mostly, the students will alert their teacher and 
the school will arrange a basic vegemite or jam sandwich. Sometimes, students are embarrassed to admit 
they do not have food and accordingly, are reluctant to tell their teacher. Not bringing food to school has 
some obvious impact on young bodies – lack of concentration, tiredness, headaches, stomach cramps, illness, 
embarrassment and anxiety. Can you ensure that your child has enough food and nutrition to sustain them 
throughout the school day. 
 
 
 

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/parent-information/


 
Bike Shelter 
Exciting news! The fences went up today for the start of building works to construct the new bike shelter on 
the Junior Campus. The students are very excited to see the works commence and know that their bikes, 
scooters, skateboards will be secure in the new facility. The bikes will also be protected from the elements 
from the new roof of the structure.  
 

Community Book Exchange 
This week a school/community book exchanged was installed on the 
Junior Campus near the doors under the COLA. The book exchange will 
be managed by our amazing library monitors each week. Students are 
free to come and choose a book and return it for another whenever 
they feel like it. The exchange works on an honesty system and 
accordingly no borrowing or scanning is required. Already students are 
utilising this at recess and lunch times. There is something so wonderful 
about children reading and sharing literature! I would like to that one 
of our parents Jane Allen who approached a local business and 
arranged for our school to be one of only a few in the Tuggeranong 
Valley to have this opportunity. I would also like to thank Jarryd 
Kirchner from Independent Property Group in Tuggeranong Town 
Centre for donating the box and arranging installation. Thanks also to 
Ohomes for the building and installation.  
 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
A letter will be coming home with the school reports on Friday of Week 9 inviting parents of students in K-10 
to schedule an appointment to meet with their child’s teacher for parent teacher interviews. Interviews will 
be held in Week 2 of Term 3. Each interview will run for strictly 20 minutes for JC and 15 minutes for SC and 
will be held in classroom units and year group learning spaces. This is a valuable opportunity to receive and 
share information about your child, and to discuss progress and set goals for semester 2. The booking 
system is online and details of how to book are included in the letter sent home with reports.  
 

Positive Behaviours for Learning 
Wanniassa students across the school have participated in lessons that explicitly outline expected 
behaviours in settings outside of the classroom. These lessons focused on corridors, the COLA, common 
areas and shared learning spaces. These lesson taught children what is expected of them and also uses a 
clear common language that can be used throughout our P-10 school. 
 

The Junior Campus SRC has re-branded the thinking room into ‘The Fix-It Room’ The Fix-It Room is designed 
to resolve problem that occur outside of the classroom. The ‘Thinking ‘Room’ had the stigma of detention, 
where children sat in a corner and faced the wall, missing their playtime. The Fix-It room is a safe place for 
children to confidently share their problems and be supported by experienced teachers to come to a 
resolution that suits all parties involved. The Senior Campus launched the Student Engagement Centre 
earlier in the year and it has proved to be a positive place for senior students to seek support when needed. 
Our PBL mindset is focussed on promoting positive behaviours and finding solutions that focus on teaching 
and re-teaching appropriate behaviours and expectations. You are encouraged to discuss accessing the 
support spaces across our school with your children to help us promote them as an important part of their 
social and emotional learning. 
 
 

Michael Hall Shaun Haidon Cherie Connors Cymantha Cantrill 
A/g Principal Deputy Principal P-10 SC Deputy Principal JC Deputy Principal 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Voluntary Contributions 
Your voluntary contributions and payments to Library Trust Fund (which are tax deductable) made each year enable us 
to provide an enriched learning environment for all of our students.   Contributions toward camps and excursions are 
greatly appreciated and this enables us to continue to offer a variety of extracurricular activities to enhance learning at 
Wanniassa School.  Thank you for your support. 
 
 
There are various ways of paying for Voluntary Contributions. Eg: QuickWeb (is an online payment service which will 
enable families/communities to make payment via a secure portal on the school’s website www.wans.act.edu.au OR 
Visa/MasterCard credit or debit card (Bank: Westpac, A/C Name: Wanniassa School Management Account, BSB: 
032777, Account Number: 001869). 
 
Please remember we also accept cash, cheque, credit card and EFTPOS payments through the front offices of both 
campuses! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Student Absences 
If your child is absent, due to illness or leave, or needs to attend an appointment during the day, please phone the 
Front Office on 6142 1870 for the Senior Campus; 6142 1840 for the Junior Campus and 6142 1855 for the Preschool. 
Please leave a message or email info@wans.act.edu.au. You can also use Skoolbag to lodge an absence. 
Please remember to include your child’s full name, roll group and reason for absence (ie. sick, late or on leave) as well 
as your contact details. 
 
Please note, if your child is not present for roll call at 9am you will receive a notification via SMS or email. Please 
remind your child to sign in at the Front Office if they arrive after 9am. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Skoolbag App 
 
Wanniassa Skoolbag App  
 
PLEASE NOTE: Skoolbag App has done an update and users will now need to have a username and password.  
Please update your app to ensure you are receiving notes and information. Thank you. 

Skoolbag is available for download now on Android, iOS and Windows phones. To 
download you can either search Wanniassa through the Play or App stores (or by 
downloading the Skoolbag app and searching – on Windows devices).   
We will be using this app as a primary contact tool with our families so we strongly 
encourage all our families to install the app on their phones. Skoolbag is completely 

free and there’s no limit to the number of devices each family can have the app on. 
You can use the app to send us updates to your child’s enrolment details, notify us of absences, download permission 
notes and keep up to date with the events that we have happening around our school. 
When you first download and install the app we suggest that you set up your push notification group settings. You can 
choose which kind of notifications you would like (e.g. Senior Campus, Junior Campus, whole school etc.). 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Junior Campus News 
 
Rainbow Unit News 
 
As part of our program around Reconciliation Week, the Turtles and 
Penguins went by bus to Tracks to Reconciliation 2018 organised by 
Sally Duncan and Mimy Chen from the Tuggeranong Child and Family 
Centre. We started with a Welcome to Country, morning tea and 
boomerang, canvas and rock painting and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Flag coloured plaiting at the Tuggeranong Child and Family 
Centre. Then we went to Dance with Jess and Sam at the Tuggeranong 
Arts Centre and for Giggle & Wiggle and story time at Tuggeranong 

http://www.wans.act.edu.au/
mailto:info@wans.act.edu.au


Library with Vicki.  We had lunch and the ‘Welcome to Country’ story back at the Tuggeranong Child & Family Centre 
and caught the bus back to preschool. A big thank you to all the parents and carers who joined us for the day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Virginia Fanning Is Retiring 
 
Goodbyes are never easy and it has come to the time that we will need to farewell Virginia Fanning who has 
announced her retirement. Virginia has been a teacher in our Wanniassa Preschool since 2006. During this 
time she has spent most of her time teaching the Turtles, our Wanniassa School Koori Preschool class, and 
has also taught our Penguins groups. There would be many students in our school from Preschool to year 10 
who would have fond memories of Virginia in preschool. Virginia’s contribution and commitment to our 
preschool community is widely recognised and highly valued by all. Virginia has worked in partnership with 
many members of our local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community to provide meaningful 
opportunities for each of our preschool children that explore, celebrate and respect Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander culture. She has worked with students, families and the community in developing the Bush 
Tucker garden enjoyed by each of our pre-schoolers, often coming in to preschool in her own time to work 
with our preschool children in the garden. Virginia’s kind and gentle nature will be sorely missed in 
preschool and we wish her every happiness as she moves into retirement. 
Virginia’s last day at Wanniassa Preschool will be on Friday 6th of July. Please join us in wishing Virginia every 
happiness as she moves into retirement 
 
Grace Condello and Virginia Fanning  
 

 

 
 



 

Red Unit News 

We cannot believe we are approaching the end of term so quickly! Red Unit are hosting the assembly this week (Friday 
29th June), so we hope to see you all there! 
 
We have been focusing on writing these last few weeks, specifically handwriting, letter formation and writing using 
dotted thirds. It is wonderful seeing the progress the students are making and how they apply their “sound-talking” 
when sounding out tricky words. 
 
Miss Blowes is away playing in another exciting overseas volleyball tournament. This time she is travelling to Thailand 
and Red Unit wish her all the best in her competition!  
 
Some exciting events are happening in Term 3. We are heading off on an excursion to the National Zoo and Aquarium 
as a part of our unit of work on living things and we are celebrating our 100 days of Kindergarten! 
 
There are still a large number of unlabelled belongings (jumpers, hats etc) being left in the classroom each day. If you 
label your child’s belongings then they can be returned. Unfortunately, when they do not have a label on them, 
jumpers and jackets can accidently go home with another student.  
 
A number of students are continually forgetting to return their home readers and library books, please make sure your 
child puts them in their bag, thank you. 
 
We hope the students in Red Unit have a fantastic break over the holidays and keep up their reading. See you all next 
term! 

 
Elissa Blowes and Stephanie Williams  
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Blue and Green Unit News 
 
The 1-2 team can’t believe how fast this term has gone!. We have formed some wonderful new friendships and 
engaged in some amazing learning across the 1/2 cohort.  
 
Literacy sessions have continued with guided reading and a focus on persuasive text types.  Thank you to our parent 
helpers who assist with 1 to 1 reading at these times.  
In Art sessions students have been creating landscape paintings inspired by famous artists including Vincent Van Gogh 
and Claude Monet. We have created Monet inspired sunsets and weather themed artworks, using mixed media and a 
range of techniques.    
   
Fractions and division have been our recent maths topics. The students have been developing new strategies to 
represent equal shares and groupings. We have encouraged students to look for fractions at home and the holidays 
would be an ideal time for them to use their knowledge whilst cooking with the family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
In drama we will be practising using our voices and bodies to create a story. We have some students who are 
Hollywood stars in the making.  
    
It has been a busy term and we are very proud of the achievement of our students this term.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sally Gore-Johnson, Penny Johansen, Christina Bowman and Emily Tanner  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Yellow Unit News 
 

We are coming to the end of our first semester in Yellow Unit and the children deserve a well-earned break to 
recharge for term 3.  
In Maths we have been covering the topics of fractions and money. The children have been identifying and drawing 
fractions and then using their fractions calculators to explain equivalent fractions. They have also been working with 
money and discussing the concept of buying goods and receiving correct change and have demonstrated their 
understandings through a range of games and activities.  
A note was sent out last week for the Yellow Unit students to participate in an ALEA spelling program run by their 
classroom teachers during their normal literacy time. We are lucky to have been invited to participate and encourage 
parents to send back the notes or arrange a time if further clarification is required.  
Our end of year reports will be sent home shortly and please feel free to make an appointment with your classroom 
teacher for term 3. 
Thanks you once again for your support. 
 
Teigan Kelly, Nick Bond, Courtney Fladrich and Tori Smullen (SLC) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Orange Unit News 
 
As term 2 draws to a close, Orange Unit are in the midst of completing 
some of our units of work.  This term students have been learning about 
animal and plant adaptations in Science, culminating in the creation of 
their very own animal with the best of the best adaptations. 
 
In Geography, students have been investigating the effects of bushfires 
on human and animal populations with a view of understanding how 
bushfires can have a role in various ecosystems. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We have plans for the coming term to be exciting and thought provoking with passion projects and upcoming units of 
work including: 
Science: Physical Sciences - Light and Electricity 
Geography: Investigate migration to Australia. 
History: Federation and beyond 
 
Homework over the holidays 
Holidays are an opportunity for students to rest and recover from the huge amount 
of learning they have done throughout the course of the term.  There will be no 
homework assigned over the school holiday break, however, we highly recommend 
that your child continues to read on a regular basis.  
 
Digital Backpack address: backpack.ed.act.edu.au 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Livingstone, Nicky Goodman, Tamara Pearce, Executive teacher Mrs Estelle Gillingham (Gilly) 

  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Japanese News 
 

こんにちは! 
Konnichiwa (Hello/Good Afternoon) 
 

In Japanese, we are looking at Japanese movies. From years 1 - 6, the movies are all 
Hayao Miyazaki films that are enormously popular in Japan.  Anime is a very important 
industry in Japan that has become popular all around the world. The movies this year 
are Totoro, Laputa Castle in the Sky and Arrietty, which is based on a book called ‘The 
Borrowers.’  Kindergarten have been watching ‘Big Bird in Japan’ to investigate how 
Japan is different from Canberra.  
 

Blue and Green units are watching Totoro this year. This film is very popular in Japan 
but also has a lot of cultural information for our classes to learn about.  Students are 
able to see how a traditional family in rural Japan might live. We see how their homes, 
schools, communities, meals and even bath routines are different from what we do in 
Canberra.  Students have even noticed how much more chores Japanese children do 
around the house!  
 

ありがとう ございます 
Arigatou Gozaimasu 
(Thank you very much) 
Poulakis Sensei 
 

 
 
 



 
Library News 
 
Our library collection includes a range of e-books and audiobooks. These different formats are becoming more popular, 
especially for older students with their own devices. Audiobooks ‘count’ as reading! Students acquire vocabulary, 
apply comprehension strategies and can simply enjoy stories while listening. Sometimes, students are able to connect 
with an audiobook in ways that reading text hasn’t allowed them to do. You can access these through the Oliver 
library system via the Digital Backpack from both school and home. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Book Week is approaching and we would like families to start thinking about costume ideas! Dress-up day will occur 
during Week 5 of Term 3. The Book Week committee are already thinking up ways to celebrate all things book-related! 
This special week encourages the joy of reading with plenty of fun activities throughout the week. 
 
Hayley  Gannon, Teacher Librarian 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Junior Campus School Psychologist 
 
Hello, I’m Michele Waters, the School Psychologist on the Junior campus. I plan to contribute to the Wanniassa 
newsletter but keep missing the deadline. Anyway, this week I’ve put together a list of internet sites that have 
information about parenting. Some of the sites have information sheets in Languages Other than English. Many have 
videos or discussion forums and some have information about parenting courses that might be available. 
 
http://raisingchildren.net.au/ Australian Government parenting website 
http://www.parentlink.act.gov.au/ Parenting courses and information 
https://healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au/ Mental health focus 
www.resourcingparents.nsw.gov.au/  Parenting courses, events and information 
http://www.relationships.org.au/relationship-advice/publications/what-about-the-children Relationships Australia 
booklet  

 

http://raisingchildren.net.au/
http://www.parentlink.act.gov.au/
https://healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au/
http://www.resourcingparents.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.relationships.org.au/relationship-advice/publications/what-about-the-children


Parenting Websites – How to Decide if the Information is Reliable 
by MCP Staff: https://www.melbournechildpsychology.com.au/blog/parenting-websites-how-to-decide-if-the-
information-is-reliable/ 

Parenting is hard work! If it could only come with a manual… But the reality is that there is little training you can do in 
how to raise a child. There are oodles of books, magazines, TV shows, and internet websites on the topic. As nowadays 
internet is the most convenient source to obtain information, it is usually the first place for parents to find answers to 
their everyday questions. 

BUT, how can you tell if a website is reliable? Here are a few tips to guide you to evaluate if a website is reliable and 
appropriate for the information you are looking for: 

1. Look for websites from established institutions – hospitals, research centres, universities, well-known 
associations, etc. 

2. What is the purpose of the site? Websites are written for a large number of reasons: to sell a product, as a 
hobby, to persuade a particular opinion or view, to inform, etc. Be careful of biased information, 
unprofessional sources, and commercial sites. 

3. Look for up-to-date information – many websites are not updated and a lot of parenting information should 
be up-to-date, such as available parenting programs in your area, schooling information, etc. 

4. If you are in doubt, google the website! 
5. Bookmark all reliable websites you have found useful. This is an easy way to quickly access information that 

you have found useful in the past. 

The following are three reliable Australian parenting websites that I found very useful: 

Raising Children Network 

http://raisingchildren.net.au/ 

The Raising Children Network (RCN) website offers up-to-date, research-based information on more than 800 topics, 
such as child development, behaviour, health, nutrition and fitness, play and learning, connecting and communicating, 
school and education, entertainment and technology, sleep and safety. 

The RCN is an Australian parenting website that incorporates the advice and input of more than 180 experts, peak 
Australian organisations (Parenting Research Centre and the Murdoch Childrens Research Institute, Centre for 
Community Child Health, and Royal Children’s Hospital), and the Australian Government. 

This parenting website provides “information that can help parents with the day-to-day decisions of raising children, 
and to also help parents and carers look after their own needs”. 

ABC Parenting 

http://www.abc.net.au/parenting/ 

From one of Australia’s most trusted broadcasters, ABC Parenting is a one stop location for advice on raising children 
from pregnancy all the way through to school years. The ABC has partnered with the Raising Children Network to 
provide up-to-date and well-researched content about a wide range of topics, including, development, behaviour, 
health and nutrition, and appropriate media and games. In addition, it gathers relevant stories, podcasts, video, 
activities and highlights of TV and radio programs from the ABC. 

Parent Line 

http://www.parentline.org.au/ 

Parent Line is a telephone counselling service for parents and carers of children ages 0-18. The network includes local 
Parent Lines across Australia; please check their website for your state’s contact information.  As a telephone 
counselling service, it provides parenting information and advice. 

https://www.melbournechildpsychology.com.au/blog/author/mcp_staff/
http://raisingchildren.net.au/
http://www.abc.net.au/parenting/
http://www.parentline.org.au/


Although a telephone counselling service, their NSW-based website includes factual content about a wide range of 
topics, such as what to expect (at different developmental stages), common challenges, special needs, and more. 

And then there’s this… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michele Waters  
Junior Campus School Psychologist 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Senior Campus News 
 
 

Year 7/8 News 
 
The end of term 2 has seen Year 7 and Year 8 extend their effort and learning through a range of different projects and 
events. Year 7 STEM classes have seen students using their scientific inquiry skills and understanding of physics when 
designing rockets. Students are only using paper and a lifetime supply of sticky tape to create not one but two rockets. 
Students will then examine the difference between dependent and independent variables to maximise the distance 
which the rocket can fly.  
Year 8 STEM classes are beginning to expand and factorise algebraic equations. Students are then using these results 
to collect like terms to then simplify their answers. In MAPS, Year 8 students will spend the remainder of the term 
examining the different sub-cultures of the Pacific Islands and how colonisation, transport and religion have helped 
develop the identity of each country. Year 7 MAPS classes have been using a variety of language devices to analyse 
and explain the different ways that text structures vary according to the intended audience and purpose.  
Both Year 7 (Badminton) and Year 8 (Basketball) students are celebrating that their sports for Health and Physical 
Education for the reminder of the term will be inside the Gym. Year 7 students in particular are showing rapid 
improvement in their agility and hand-eye coordination as they look to use deception and direction to outwit their 
opponents.  
 
Some other updates from our Year 7/8 Electives Program include: 
 

 Design & Technology - students have worked well throughout Semester 1 designing and creating a lot of 

wonderful projects. Currently students are finishing off projects and preparing for next semester. A new 

exciting CAD 3D modelling course will be introduced into the Design & Technology curriculum in Semester 2. 

CAD 3D is a course where students will be introduced to the concepts of design drawing and 3D software 

modelling used in creative industrial design. Working in a computer laboratory with various industry standard 

CAD software, students will develop skills and techniques used to generate 3D parts and components of 

various shapes and designs. Students will be given the opportunity to generate 3D models, make 

photorealistic renderings and 3D print their projects. 

 

 

DOWNLOAD FREE from the raising children website 
Free app: Children with ASD & Disability 
Download the free app packed with features to help you 
locate services and information, watch videos of other 
parents sharing their stories and much more. 
 
 
Hope this has been useful! 
 

 



 

 

 Visual Arts - students are well in the swing of creating art works of their own choice for their mini art 

workshop this week. Our students are learning to become more confident in creative decision making 

and experimenting with different art mediums, be it painting, drawing or even mixed media. They are also 

exploring a theme of their choice for their workshop project, something they are passionate about. Time to be 

creatively experimental and really enjoy the process and end result of their artworks. The more original, the 

better! 

 Food Technology – students are covering all parts of the globe as they experiment with flavour and texture 

through their creation and interpretation of dishes including muffins, spaghetti Bolognese and various stir-fry 

combinations. The smell emanating from the Food Technology room had everyone trying to find a way to 

taste a sample!  

 Sport and Recreation - we have just started an exciting unit on group fitness. We have had our first session up 

at the active leisure centre in Erindale. We have eased into it with yoga that worked us out in a way we aren't 

use to. We are looking forward to our next two sessions that will include zumba and circuit.  

A final reminder to Year 8 students and their families that your Camp attendance form needs to be submitted by 
Friday 29 June. If you have any questions regarding anything to do with Camp, please contact Mr Martin via Reception. 
All Year 7/8 students will be making their Elective Subject choices in the coming week so please make your decisions 
quickly but carefully. Your choices need to reflect your interests and passions, not the ones of your friends! 
 
Darren McCrea 
Year 7/8 Executive Teacher 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
Year 9 News 
 
Year 9 Sport and Recreation elective students have been participating in group fitness sessions at Erindale Leisure 
Centre on Friday mornings. Last Friday, students participated in a GRIT session which included some high intensity 
activities. The next  few weeks students will participate in body combat and circuit training. Feedback from the 
instructor of Friday’s session was positive with many comments made about how wonderful our students are. Well 
done to all students involved. 
 
This Friday, year 9 students will be exhibiting their ‘Sustainable Tourism Packages’ at the tourism exhibition in the 
school gym. As part of this project , students will be developing their persuasive communication, visual presentation 
skills and collaborative skills whilst presenting to staff and both Junior Campus and Senior Campus students. Parents 
are invited to come along to the exhibition starting at 11:40am- 12:40pm.  
 
As we come to the end of a very busy semester, there have been many highlights for our year 9 students that need to 
be celebrated with some of these including: 
 

 Delivered some great assemblies to the school community 

 Participation in the Sport and Recreation Camp at Barlings Beach 

 Some quality performances by our year 9 band group 

 Excellent participation and effort at our school sports carnivals 

 Ethan qualifying for the ACT Swimming Championships 

 Jasper and Eric qualifying for the ACT Cross Country Carnival Championships 
 

Over the past week, Darren King and myself have had the privilege of 
proof reading year 9 reports. It has been very pleasing reading all the 
wonderful things that our students have accomplished this semester 
with their learning. I encourage all students over the next few weeks 
of this term to seek and take on all feedback provided by their 
teachers to assist with their improvement next semester. I hope all 
students have a wonderful break, use the opportunity to recharge 
and come back next semester ready to learn.  
 
Sally Ward 
Year 9 Co-ordinator 



 

Year 10 News 
 

Year 10 Camp Update 
 

Expressions of interest will soon be sought for Year 
10 camp. 
This year camp will take place over three days in 
week 7 of Term 4, and our venue will be the 
beautiful Blue Mountains. 
This camp will offer students a range of new 
activities and experiences, whilst also being an 
enjoyable and memorable way to finish their time 
with us here at Wanniassa. 
Proposed activities include archery and team 
games, a nocturnal walk, campfire experience, 
rainforest boardwalk, skyway ride, cable car ride, 
street art walk, and of course a chance to immerse 
themselves in a World Heritage Area. The camp 
wouldn’t be complete without a day of fun at Wet N Wild to help shake off the stress of year 10. 
 
Please keep an eye out for expressions of interest in the coming days. 
 
Road Ready 2018 

As part of the year 10 program this year, students will participate in the Road Ready Course in order to 
obtain their Learner’s Permit. To obtain a learner drivers permit in the ACT, students are required to 
undertake and pass a Road Ready Course and a Road Rules Knowledge Test. 
 
Road Ready is a classroom program that includes a variety of interactive activities designed to help make 
young people aware of issues relating to safe road use before they begin to learn to drive. 
Wanniassa School will run the Road Ready course as an in-school program free of charge, in week 10 this 
term.  Students will attend school as normal from Monday 2nd July to Thursday 5th July, with the Road 
Ready course running throughout the day, combined with students’ regular classes. 
On Thursday 5th July students will sit the online knowledge test at school. This allows time for students to 
catch up or re-sit the test on Friday 6th July. 
Please also note that this is the only time the Road Ready Course will run this year and all year 10 students 
will participate in the course. 
Any students who already have a learner’s permit, are NSW residents, or choose not to complete Road 
Ready may like to participate in work experience. Students who wish do this should speak to Mr. Wilken as 
soon as possible. 
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact us on 6142 1870. 
 
Brad Wilken and Alicia Polman 
Road Ready Co-ordinators 
 
 

Yr 10 STEM Excursion 
 

Over the past three weeks, Year 10 have been visiting the Caroline Chisholm STEM centre. Students have 
been using 3D printers to create and design components for their bottle rocket experiment. They have also 
been recording data from their launches and will be evaluating their project as part of their physics 
assessment task. Students have braved the cold and wind to create and test some fantastic designs. Their 
last session is Tuesday 26th June. Hopefully we will be back next semester to utilise more of the awesome 
technology the STEM centre has to offer. 
 



 

 

 
         
 

 
     
 
Teigan Ashworth 
Year 10 co-ordinator 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Design & Technology News 
 
Design & Technology students have worked well throughout semester 1 designing 
and creating a lot of wonderful projects. Currently students are finishing off 
projects and preparing for next semester. A new exciting CAD 3D modelling 
course will be introduced into the Design & Technology curriculum in semester 2. 
CAD 3D is a course where students will be introduced to the concepts of design 
drawing and 3 dimensional software modelling used in creative industrial design. 
Working in a computer laboratory with various industry standard CAD software 
students will develop skills and techniques used to generate 3D parts and 
components of various shapes and designs. Students will be given the opportunity 
to generate 3D models, make photorealistic renderings and 3D print their projects. 
So look out for the new CAD units on offer in semester 2. 
 
Mark O’Hart 
Design & Technology Teacher  

 
 
 



Article: How to help kids who are hooked on online gaming 
 
The recent story of an Adelaide mother who is struggling with her 17 year old son’s addiction to the online 
fantasy game Runescape probably rang alarm bells with many parents who suspect or know their teenager is 
in front of a screen far too often and for far too many hours at a time. 
Research shows that in America 97% of all children play video games and 2% are addicted* . According to 
the Entertainment Software Association (ESA) in the USA 25% of players are under 18 years of age and 60% 
are male. 
The American Psychiatric Association will add “internet use disorder” to the research appendix of its 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-5) in May 2013. Dr King, researcher at the 
Adelaide University School of Psychology said “this is the first time internet-related disorders will be 
acknowledged in the DSA.” 
Writing in the latest issue of the Royal Australian and New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry, Dr King confirmed 
that mental health experts are debating whether to define the illness as “internet addiction” or “video 
gaming addiction”.   
 

The 5 tell tale signs of online gaming addiction 
Pre-occupation with gaming and hiding gaming use 
Social withdrawal or isolation 
Disengagement from school life 
Loss of interest in other activities 
Defensiveness and anger   
 

Tips on how to help teens with a gaming addiction 
1. Parent tag team: it is important that both parents take the addiction seriously and back each other up. 
They must approach their child together so that the child knows they cannot divide and conquer their 
parents by playing one off against the other in an effort cover up their addiction, appealing to the weaker 
parent for support only enables the child to continue and to some extent hide their game playing from the 
other parent.   
 

2. Encourage educational games: there are plenty of games that have an education base, encourage a child 
to play these instead of violent online games. There are also websites that engage players with other players 
from around the world to see who can complete educational tasks, like maths problems, the quickest. The 
participants are given points and can progress to different levels. It can give the player the same sense of 
empowerment, satisfaction and achievement as online commercial games.   
 

3. Set time limits: parents need to establish clear time limits with a child. Enter into a contract if necessary. 
Sit down with the child and discuss what is a reasonable amount of time to play a game, by involving the 
teenager in the decision making process, they are more likely to adhere to the boundaries set.   
 

4. Look for the school connection: is a child turning to online games because they are not doing well at 
school? It is hard to tell what comes first: the poor marks or the online games. Not performing well at school 
impacts a child’s self-esteem. They may retreat more into the game to cope with negative feelings about 
themselves. At least in the virtual world they can control things. Try to encourage their studies and find out 
if they are finding any areas difficult. 
*Pew Internet & American Life Project. USA 
Writer Helen Splarn. Editor Dr Ramesh Manocha. 
Source: News.com. The American Journal of Family Therapy. Understanding Online Gaming Addiction and 
Treatment Issues for Adolescents by Kimberely Young  
Sources to find out more and get support: 
http://www.gameaware.com.au/  
https://au.reachout.com/tough-times/addiction  
https://gamequitters.com/ 
 

 

http://www.news.com.au/technology/rise-in-families-battling-internet-addiction/story-e6frfro0-1226558321480#ixzz2Ib7CZbSD
http://www.theesa.com/
http://www.psych.org/
http://www.ranzcp.org/Home.aspx
http://www.gameaware.com.au/
https://au.reachout.com/tough-times/addiction
https://gamequitters.com/


Senior Campus Wellbeing 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 

Connect  Keep   Active  Take Notice  Keep  Learning  Give 
 

The Wellbeing Team is available to contact any time: 
 
Ellen Sheridan, School Psychologist ellen.sheridan@ed.act.edu.au   6142 1877 
 
Anita Sutherland, Indigenous Education Officer anita.sutherland@ed.act.edu.au  6142 1882 
 
Fellon Gaida, School Youth Health Nurse fellon.gaida@ed.act.edu.au  6142 1877 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Attached is a copy of the Permission Consent form required to attend this program.  
 

2018 Clubhouse 
Sign-up form.pdf

                   

Clubhouse Winter 
SHP Permission Form.docx

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

YWCA Canberra Clubhouse 

Winter School Holiday Program 

Permission Form 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

The YWCA Canberra Clubhouse is providing a free school holiday program to Clubhouse members. 
All excursions will be leaving from YWCA Canberra Clubhouse, May Gibbs Close, Richardson 
(Community room, Richardson Primary School) in the Snow Foundation Bus. All excursions are 
from 1:00pm – 5:00pm.  

 

Please see below for the available excursions:  

 Wednesday 11 July | Tour of National Botanic Gardens with sketching activity  
 

 Thursday 12 July | First Australians Indigenous Australia tour at the National Museum of 
Australia  
 

 Tuesday 17 July | LGBTQIA+ & Allies Prom planning day at YWCA Canberra  
 

 

What to bring: 

 Water bottle 

 Warm jumper/Pants in case it gets cold  

 Enclosed shoes  

 Bag/Backpack 

 What not to bring: 

 Any valuables or anything you don’t 
want to lose (YWCA Canberra holds 
no responsibility for the loss of any 
possessions) 

 No alcohol, drugs or dangerous 
belongings. 

 

Staff Details: 

 Clubhouse Coordinator: Annie-Lea Rowley                           0406 375 993 
 Youth Programs Team Leader (Driver): Ciara Duggan          0450 962 868 
 Youth Engagement Officer (Driver): Tim Clement                  0417 431 447  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Permission form – please complete the following and return 

Please complete the following details and return to YWCA Canberra Clubhouse Coordinator, 
annielea.rowley@ywca-canberra.org.au, or in person at May Gibbs Close, Richardson. 

 
Please tick/initial the one/s you will be attending. 
 

       Wednesday 11 July | Tour of National Botanic Gardens with sketching activity  
           Young person's name: ___________ 
 

       Thursday 12 July | First Australians Indigenous Australia tour at the National  
           Museum of Australia              
           Young person's name: ___________ 
 

       Tuesday 17 July | LGBTQIA+ & Allies Prom planning day at YWCA Canberra 
           Young person's name: ___________ 
 
 
Young person’s details: 
Young person’s full name:   

Mobile number (if they have one):  

Date of birth:   

Medical conditions or allergies:  Yes / No    If Yes, please specify: 

Does your child identify as Indigenous or Torres Strait Islander?: Yes / No 

Is a language other than English spoken at home?: Yes/No 

 
Emergency contact details: 
Parent/Guardian’s full name:  

Contact numbers: (H):                               (M): 

Email: 

Secondary emergency contact’s full name:       

Contact numbers (H):                                M): 

I understand that although staff will take every reasonable precaution to ensure the safety of 
participants, all physical activities in this program carry the risk of personal injury. I acknowledge 
that there are inherent risks of personal injury involved in YWCA Canberra activities, and I agree 
that I/my child participates in activities at my own/ their own risk. 

I give YWCA Canberra staff permission to administer first aid to me/my child in the event of an 
emergency. I agree that in case of emergency, and emergency contacts cannot be reached, I give 
permission for medical and transport arrangements to be made on my/my child’s behalf and I will 
incur the cost of transportation to a hospital/emergency service and for any associated costs.  

I agree that always I will act in a responsible manner, and should I fail to meet expected standards 
of behaviour, I/my child may be required to cease the activity and/or be required to leave the activity 
(at my own expense if transport is required).  

 

I acknowledge that should I/my child choose to leave the program for any reason, then YWCA 
Canberra staff will not be held responsible, but will inform one of the persons listed above (if the 
young person is under 18 years of age).  

mailto:annielea.rowley@ywca-canberra.org.au


At all times, I acknowledge my/my child’s responsibility in practicing sun-smart practices. 

I have read the above information and I give permission for my son/daughter/dependant,  
(child’s full name) __________________________________________, to attend the Clubhouse 
Autumn School Holiday Program excursions.  

Participant Signature:                                                                                                  Date:  
Parent/Guardian Signature (If participant under 18 years of age):                              Date: 

 

Photograph Permission 

I _________________________________________ provide consent for YWCA Canberra to record 
my image (photograph or video footage) for promotional purposes. I understand my image may be 
used in mediums including: publications and promotional material, and broadcast, print and 
electronic/social media. 

I acknowledge that my image will be used without any personal compensation or remuneration. I 
agree to forgo any rights to my image including moral rights and copyright. 

YWCA Canberra agrees not to use your image in a manner that may be deemed adverse or 
defamatory. The image will remain the property of YWCA Canberra and any personal details 
regarding this image will be kept confidentially and will not be used for any purpose other than 
related to your image. 

You should understand that any image which is published online can be copied and redistributed 
without the knowledge of the person that uploaded it. Once published, we may not be able to 
retrieve or delete images if consent is withdrawn after publishing.  

 
I agree my images can: 
 

□ be used to promote YWCA Canberra Clubhouse ONLY 
□ be used for ongoing future use (general ongoing use related to the role and function of YWCA 
Canberra) 
□ include my name with the image 

 

You can withdraw your consent at any time by contacting YWCA Canberra 

Name:  

Address:                                                                                                                         

Suburb:                                                          State:                     Postcode: 

*Participant Signature:  

Parent/Guardian Signature (required for people under 18 years of age):               Date: 

(*we recommend that participant’s over the age of 13 years sign this consent form along with their 
parent/guardian) 

 

 

 


