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Upcoming Events 
Term 4 

 

Week 10 

• JC Movies Dec 17th 10am-12:30pm 

• Year 6 Graduation Dec 19th 9:30-11 

• Year 6 Graduation Events Dec 19th 11am -1:50pm 

• JC Disco Dec 19th 5:30pm- 7pm 

• Year 7 Big Splash Dec 20th 9:15am-2:30pm 

 
Next Year 2019 
 
Week 1  

• First day for Kindergarten and Pre-school Dolphin group 
Mon Feb 4th 

• Frist day for all returning students Tus Feb 5th 

• Frist day for Pre-school Penguins group Wed Feb 6th 
  
Week 2  

• Year 8 camp Feb 11th – Feb 13th 
 

Week 3 

• School Photos  

 
 
 

Please ensure all permission notes, medical forms, 
and payments are returned to school. 

 
Connect with Wanniassa School 

 
If you would like important school updates and success stories, 
please connect to Facebook and download our Skoolbag app for 
updates and notes. 
 

       
 

Website: www.wans.act.edu.au Email: info@wans.act.edu.au 

PRESCHOOL - STERNBERG CRESCENT   PH:  6142 1855  JUNIOR CAMPUS - STERNBERG CRESCENT PH:  6142 1840 
SENIOR CAMPUS - WHEELER CRESCENT PH:  6142 1870 

 

Voluntary Contributions 
 

All families should have received their family 
transaction statements.  We thank you all for 
your contributions to support the learning and 
improvements to support all students at 
Wanniassa School. 
 

Details are outlined in the newsletter on how to 
pay your contributions should you have any 
queries or questions please contact the front 
office of either the junior or senior campus. 
 
Thank you 

Permission Notes 
 
Excursions and incursions are an important part 
of your child’s education. They provide rich 
opportunities for your child to engage with 
community and real-life experiences and are 
always connected to the learning happening in 
our school. We need your support to improve 
the processes and would like to remind you of 
the importance of returning notes on time. 
Returning permission notes 
• Notes for excursions, incursions, camps 

and school events must be returned prior 
to, or on the date, stated on the form. 

• This allows time for the final preparations 
to be made. For example, transport, 
staffing, hiring of the venue, sports ground 
and fees. 

• Excursions, incursions and events requiring 
a signed permission note will be cancelled 
if notes are not returned on time. 

• Students will not be able to attend the 
activity if the note is not returned on time 
 

All excursions, under the Education 
Directorate’s Excursion Policy are a school 
related activity by students, under the 
supervision of a teacher/s, directly related to 
the curriculum of the school. An excursion is a 
variation to normal activity and is not 
predominantly recreational. 

http://www.wans.act.edu.au/
mailto:info@wans.act.edu.au


 
Leadership Team News 

 

Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
Welcome to our newsletter. 
 

 
Hi Wanniassa School families 
As I write this I am reflecting upon the ups and downs of my time at Wanniassa School as Principal. Many of you will 
know that I have been acting in this important role since May and I want to say without hesitation, the ups have far 
exceeded the downs. 
 
It was a privilege to be invited to be part of the Wanniassa community. It’s been very significant for me in both 
personal and professional ways, not to mention full of fun and excitement.  
Wanniassa School makes up a big part of the broader Erindale College family. Many of you will know my usual role is 
Principal of Erindale College and General Manager of the Active Leisure Centre. In that role, I have always looked at 
our neighbouring schools with an enthusiasm to grow stronger partnerships and I sense that I have been able to 
contribute to this challenge with greater understanding, commitment and passion since joining the leadership team 
at Wanniassa.  
 
What excites me and the teaching teams at college, Wanniassa School and Wanniassa Hills Primary School about the 
future of this Erindale Cluster partnership, is that it will offer incredible opportunities for the students in our 
collective communities. Moving on from pilot programs in 2018, we will be partnering in 2019 and beyond around 
innovative and stimulating initiatives in: 

• Cambridge International Education: an international school program in which our students can participate in 
a global education community with them connecting with CIE schools around the world, have access to one 
of the leading curriculum packages worldwide with truly international credentials for students who wish to 
sit global examinations. 

• Creative and Performing Arts: with opportunities for students to learn, practice, perform and enjoy cluster 
activities that allow talented and / or interested students to interact with peers and older students who 
share the same passions. 

• STEM: with a focus on aviation, robotics, coding and the future in areas such as ‘AI’ (artificial intelligence) 
and ‘VR’ (virtual reality). 

• Talented sports: with pathways for students to progress from the ‘WASP’ (Wanniassa Advance Sports 
Program) to Erindale College ‘TSP’ (Talented Sports Program). The mentor program offered by Erindale 
College students in ‘Sport and Recreation’ to young students at both Wanniassa School and WHPS will 
encourage our children to be active in mind and body. 

These opportunities are just the beginning for what I believe will be incredible pathways for students at Wanniassa 
School as they succeed in the essential academic foundations and pursue their passions in interdisciplinary learning 
options. 
 
I also want all of you to thank each and every teacher and support staff member at Wanniassa School. I have met 
many new colleagues and I have been able to engage in incredible conversation about our passions: that is, to help 
children and young people be successful learners and citizens. 
 
Thank you for your support of our school. 
Have a safe and restful festive summer season. 
 
Regards Michael Hall, Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Breaking News: Today a formal announcement was made introducing Mr Gary Lawson as the 
Principal of Wanniassa School for 2019. Gary is currently Principal (Acting) of Erindale College 
and has a wealth of experience as an educator. He is also a passionate, committed and 
inspiring school leader and he will be returning to Wanniassa School having taught here in the 
early part of his career. Gary has stated that it is his mission to continue with the exciting 
innovations mentioned above by Michael, and that he looks forward to this new role in 2019. 



 

 
Message from the Junior Campus  
What a busy and productive year! The end of the year always seems to go so quickly and before you know it we are 
preparing for the Summer holidays. I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to all of the amazing staff at Wanniassa 
School. Each day they demonstrate their dedication and commitment to improving outcomes for our beautiful students. I 
personally believe it takes a village to raise a child. I know that our Wanniassa Village is strong in the way that we all 
collaborate to support our students to be the best they can be, enabling each student to fulfil their full potential.  
I am excited to announce that we will open a specialised small group program in 2019. Our Learning Support Unit (Autism) 
will provide a specialised and inclusive learning environment for 6 new students to Wanniassa. The learning space has 
been extensively refurbished with construction being carried out for most of this term. The LSUA will operate from Purple 
Unit. Enrolments for the LSUA are determined by Disability Education within the ACT Education Directorate through an 
application and panel process. I would like to warmly welcome our newest Wanniassa students and their families to our 
beautiful school. I am thrilled to announce that Ms Shannon Homes will be the classroom teacher leading the teaching and 
learning in the LSUA. Shannon has strong expertise and experience in working with students with additional needs. 
Shannon will be supported by Ms Davida Malaibe in a Learning Support Assistant Role. Davida also has a wealth of 
experience in working with children and young people across a variety of different settings.  
We will be farewelling a number of teachers who have made valued contributions to Wanniassa School. Ms Jo Williams, 
Ms Nicky Goodman and Ms Amy Byrne are all moving on to other schools to share their expertise, try new things and 
continue their teaching journey. What lucky schools to have these amazing Wanniassa teachers on their staff for next year.  
We wish them every success in their new positions. On leave are Elissa Blowes and Penny Johannsen. Wanniassa School 
will be welcoming some very talented, engaging and experienced teachers to our teaching village. We welcome Ms 
Samantha Grant and Ms Ilse Arellano to our Preschool and Ms Homes, Ms Plessnitzer, Ms Hillier, Ms Jackson and Ms 
Quinlan. We are also increasing our leadership team to include a new 12 month School Leader C position. The recruitment 
process is currently underway and we hope to be in a position to announce this before the end of term. Our new school 
leader will lead the year 3/4 team with Japanese and Library.  
Whilst I will be sad to say goodbye to our students and leaving teachers, I feel so excited and optimistic about the 
possibilities and opportunities that we have in 2019. I love my work and genuinely love this school and community. What a 
privilege it is for me to be one of the lead learners, leading learning at the Junior Campus, to work with brilliant staff, 
students and community. I will be enjoying Christmas and New Year with my family and am excited to have my daughter 
home from the USA for this time. I will be travelling to France for 3 weeks in January on a skiing holiday. Have a safe, 
happy and fun Christmas and Holiday break. I look forward to seeing you all in February 2019! 
Regards 
Cymantha Cantrill 

2019 Junior Campus Teaching & Leadership Staff 
 

Unit Class Teacher Executive Teacher 

Rainbow Unit 

Koori 

Preschool Samantha Grant  

 

Jodi de Ligt 

 

Ilse Arellano 

Kirsten McKenzie/Preschool Assistant 

RED UNIT KB Nick Bond 

KW Stephanie Williams 

GREEN UNIT 1/2P Mikaela Plessnitzer  

 

 

Tori Smullen  

1/2Q Ella Quinlan 

BLUE UNIT 1/2H Crystal Hillier 

1/2J Allie Jackson 

LSUA  

K-6 

Shannon Homes 

Davida Malaibe - Learning Support Assistant 

YELLOW UNIT 3/4B Christina Bowman  

 

New SLC Position 

3/4K Teigan Kelly 

3/4F Courtney Fladrich 

3/4 Carolyn Carew – Learning Support Assistant 

LIBRARY K-6 Hayley Gannon 

JAPANESE K-6 Louise Poulakis 

ORANGE UNIT 5/6L David Livingstone  

 

 

Estelle Gillingham 

5/6P Tamara Pearce 

5/6G Sally Gore-Johnson 

 

STEM  

 

STEM K-6 
(Science, Technology,  

Engineering, Maths) 

Hayley Eaton 



Junior Campus  

Deputy Principal 

 

P-6 

 

Cymantha Cantrill 

 
 
 

Wanniassa School’s Uniform Guidelines have been created in line with the ACT Government Education Directorate’s 
Dress Standards and Uniforms in Public Schools Policy. 
Wanniassa School uniform options have been developed by a team of students in line with the design brief approved by 
the School Board and will be introduced over the 2019 – 2022 academic years. The uniform transition period exists to 
enable families to use existing clothing moving towards the approved changes. Student leaders have facilitated the 
process and have engaged with students at all levels of the school and with the senior executive team.  
The new uniform options will enhance the sense of belonging and pride in our school community. The student leadership 
group wished to enhance our school's public image and to have a positive impact on the self-esteem of our students. In 
addition, from a safety and security aspect, the new school uniform will assist in identifying whether an individual is 
entitled to be on school grounds.  
Students of our school are expected to be neatly dressed in school uniform always. 
The Wanniassa School ‘new uniform’ is due for release before the school year begins in 2019 (see note 1 below).   
Please see the attached fact sheet for parents and carers for more information about the policy and guidelines. 
Uniform Specifications: 

• Navy blue shorts or tailored long pants 
• Blue checked dress or skirt with white collar 
• Navy blue polo shirts with school logo 
• White buttoned shirt or blouse 
• Navy Blue Pullover 
• Navy blue Jacket with school logo embroidered on chest 
• Black leather fully-enclosed shoes (see note 2 below) 
• Black or white socks 
• Navy blue cap (summer) 
• Navy blue bucket hat (summer) 
• Navy blue beanie (winter)  
• Navy blue to royal blue ombré beanie (winter) 

Physical Education Years 7-10 
All students in Years 7-10 are required to change into the appropriate PE uniform for lessons and activities. PE lessons 

cannot be done in the formal day uniform. 
• Red polo with school logo embroidered on chest 

• Plain navy sports shorts 

• Sports shoes 
Notes  

1. Uniform Availability  
Savvy have informed us that the uniform will be available for purchase from December 2018 and early January 2019.  If 
parents and carers would like to organize their child’s uniform before this time you are invited to visit Savvy at any time 
and arrange a fitting.  Savvy have assured us that they will then gather the fitting details and contact you when the 
uniform is in stock. 
Shoes  
Safe footwear is an Occupational Health and Safety requirement for school activities. The following is an extract from the 
Education Directorate policy concerning footwear and safety in practical work areas such as the Science Labs, Art Rooms 
and Workshops. 
"Thongs, open-type sandals or shoes, canvas-type shoes and/or gym boots, shall not be worn in practical classes where 
there is a possibility of injury through spillage of hot liquids, metals, or the dropping of heavy or sharp instruments or tools. 
While it is not possible to specify any one standard to meet all situations, fully-enclosed shoes with a sturdy sole and firm 
leather upper with a leather tongue are considered necessary". 
Uniform Rules  

• Any student that is seen out of uniform will be sent to the front office to get dressed into the correct school 
uniform. 

• Leggings must be covered with a skirt/dress. 
• Skirts/dresses must be at the least arm’s length.  
• Every time a student is told to be sent to the office they get a warning, with repeated warnings leading to 

appropriate consequences.  

 

 
Michael Hall Shaun Haidon Cherie Connors Cymantha Cantrill 
Principal Deputy Principal P-10 SC Deputy Principal JC Deputy Principal 



 
Voluntary Contributions 
Your voluntary contributions and payments to Library Trust Fund (which are tax deductable) made each year enable 
us to provide an enriched learning environment for all of our students.   Contributions toward camps and excursions 
are greatly appreciated and this enables us to continue to offer a variety of extracurricular activities to enhance 
learning at Wanniassa School.  Thank you for your support. 
There are several ways to make a payment for any and all fees such as excursions, voluntary contributions and book 
packs just to name a few. 
However, the easiest, quickest and cashless way is: 

✓ Quick web – accessed via the school website www.wans.act.edu.au 
o Choose ‘Payment’  
o Click on  QuickWeb (click here). 
o Complete the details 

You can also pay with cash, cheque (payable to ‘Wanniassa School’) or pay at the Front Office via Eftpos (VISA and 
MasterCard accepted).  
Ellen Ingold  
Business manager  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  
Student Absences 
 
If your child is absent, due to illness, leave or needs to attend an appointment during the day, you can 
notify the School by ringing, emailing or using Skoolbag: 

• Senior Campus - 6142 1870  

• Junior Campus – 6142 1840, 6142 18430 

• Preschool - 6142 1855 

• Email info@wans.act.edu.au  

• Skoolbag App 

• Please remember to include the student’s full name, roll group and reason for absence (ie. sick, late 
or on leave) as well as your contact details. 

If your student is not present for roll call at 9am you will receive a notification via SMS or email. Please 
remind your students to sign in at the front office if they arrive after 9am. 
***If you have changed your mobile number and/or email address, please let the Front Office know. We 
have had quite a few notifications that have not been delivered due to wrong mobiles or emails. By having 
the correct contact details we can ensure that you are receiving an SMS and email message about your 
child’s absence or late arrival. Thank you*** 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
Skoolbag App 

 
Wanniassa Skoolbag App  
 
PLEASE NOTE: Skoolbag App has done an update and users will now need to have a username and 
password.  Please update your app to ensure you are receiving notes and information. Thank you. 

Skoolbag is available for download now on Android, iOS and Windows 
phones. To download you can either search Wanniassa through the Play or 
App stores (or by downloading the Skoolbag app and searching – on 
Windows devices).   

We will be using this app as a primary contact tool with our families, so we strongly encourage all our 
families to install the app on their phones. Skoolbag is completely free and there’s no limit to the number 
of devices each family can have the app on. 
You can use the app to send us updates to your child’s enrolment details, notify us of absences, download 
permission notes and keep up to date with the events that we have happening around our school. 
When you first download and install the app we suggest that you set up your push notification group 
settings. You can choose which kind of notifications you would like (e.g. Senior Campus, Junior Campus, 
whole school etc.). 

________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.wans.act.edu.au/
https://quickweb.westpac.com.au/OnlinePaymentServlet?cd_community=ACTGSC&cd_supplier_business=24361636&cd_currency=AUD&returnURL=http://www.wans.act.edu.au/payment&serviceReturnURL=http://www.wans.act.edu.au/payment&cancelURL=http://www.wans.act.edu.au/payment&errorURL=http://www.wans.act.edu.au/payment&schoolName=WANNIASSA%20SCHOOL&schoolMotto=Partners%20in%20Learning
mailto:info@wans.act.edu.au


 
Junior Campus News 

Rainbow Unit News 
 
The Dolphins, Penguins and Turtles have been noticing that the vegetables in the garden have been 
producing flowers! We’re watching to see if they are visited by insects and are wondering what will happen 
next! We also studied how froglets turn into frogs, which finished our unit on Life Cycles. We have enjoyed 
singing ‘The Tadpole Blues’ by Peter Combe.  
 
The Turtle group has been learning about symbols used in Aboriginal artwork and have painted symbols 
onto rocks to use in telling stories. 
 
On Thursday 29th November the Turtle group was visited by Adam Shipp, an Indigenous man. Adam taught 
the Turtles about bush tucker and bush medicine. He took the Turtles around the garden and found plants 
that can be used for bush tucker, such as bush tomatoes, bush potatoes and bush rice! He also crushed 
ochre and painted the students’ faces. The Turtles really enjoyed learning from Adam. 
 
All groups have begun our new unit learning about Festivals and if you visit us you will notice new festive 
decorations. 
 
On Wednesday 28th November the Rainbow Unit was visited by families of prospective preschool students 
for 2019! We had a wonderful time getting to know the families and playing together. Our new 2019 
teachers, Samantha Grant (Dolphins and Penguins) and Ilse Arellano (Penguins and Turtles) were also 
present on Wednesday afternoon. We are really looking forward to having them teach our Preschoolers in 
2019. 
 
All our Preschool students have enjoyed performing in our end-of-year concerts and now we’re looking 
forward to finishing the year with a BANG! 
 

                                                    
Zack made rapids on a hot day!    Eddie painted symbols on his rocks 

 

                                                
 Adam Shipp taught us about bush tucker                    Baiden and Reuben played Snap! 



 
Red Unit News 
 
Wow! It is hard to believe we have reached the end of the year already. It only seemed like a term ago all 
the students were coming in for their first day of Kindy. We are so proud of how far the students have 
come with their reading, writing and number skills. The big smiles on their faces every morning was such a 
lovely sight to see and we are looking forward to participating in some fun activities together to end the 
term. 
Red Unit has now been looking after the tadpoles for 8 weeks and the students have been able to observe 
how they grow at very different rates. We currently have tadpoles, tadpoles with legs, froglets and frogs! 
We have seen every stage of development which is very exciting. 
Thank you to all the parents, carers and friends who came along to our End of Year Christmas Holiday 
Spectacular! Red Unit put in a lot of time practising for the performance and I’m sure you agree they were 
very cute. Within our social skills program Red Unit were focusing on how we need to treat each other in 
our classes and our unit as a family and look out for each other, so “You’ve Got a Friend in Me” was the 
perfect song choice to demonstrate that. 
All the students of Red Unit had a fabulous time at the mini-fair last Friday. They carefully considered what 
they wanted to purchase and excitedly were showing them off to the teachers! We saw coloured hair, 
tattoos, ice-cream cones, showbags, etc. 
In the last two weeks of term we will be heading off to the movies, continuing our unit of work of 
Celebrations and attending the whole school awards ceremony. The school is also holding a JC disco in 
week ten, so we hope that you can come! 
We would like to wish all the students, parents and carers of Red Unit 2018 very happy holidays and a 
happy new year! We hope you all get the opportunity to spend time relaxing with your families. Thank you 
for your support this year and see you in 2019. 
Stephanie Williams and Hellen  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Blue Unit News  
 

Wow we can’t believe that the year is almost over! Thank you to all the parents, 
grandparents and family members that came to our Christmas Spectacular. The children 
really enjoyed performing for you all.   
As the year rolls to an end our learning continues in Blue unit. To finish off our procedure 
unit the students had to write a pizza recipe and then they had to follow the recipe to 
create their own pizza to check the accuracy of their procedural text. We were very 
lucky to use the hospitality kitchen at the Senior Campus for this activity. We are 
also also busy investigating different types of poetry and using our new knowledge to 
compose our own amazing and creative poems for our poe-tree.   
In the afternoons we have been learning about some very interesting festivals and 
celebrations that happen around the world as part of our HASS unit of work. This learning 
has helped us to learn more about the cultures of students in Blue Unit. We hope your 

child comes home and shares their learning with you.   
 Additional information:  

• Remember to return movie excursion notes and to check 
for any lost property that you may have misplaced this term.  
• We would also like to thank our volunteers 
and parent/grandparent helpers who have come in 
throughout the year to support and mentor our students. We 
wish you all a safe and happy holiday.  

• Mrs Johansen would like to share her wonderful news with the birth of her baby boy Brooklyn on 
Tuesday 27th November.   

  
Christina Bowman, Natalie Donald and Sally Gore-Johnson & Tori Smullen  
Blue Unit teaching team



 
Yellow Unit News 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
The Yellow Unit teaching team have spent many afternoons reflecting upon the 2018 school year fondly. 
Students have shown personal growth both academically and socially and we are so happy to have been 
part of their journey this year. We would like to thank all our families for the constant communication and 
support. We also have several volunteers who have supported and mentored our students this year and 
we thank them for giving their time to work in our Unit.  
In week 6 Yellow Unit attended the Australian Institute of Sport. We participated in a tour of the facility 
and had the opportunity to see some Olympic athletes in training. We then went to ‘Sportex’ and 
interactive sporting facility designed to test our skills. The behaviour of the children was exceptional and 
was commented on by AIS staff.  The excursion supported students to make connections between their 
learning at school and life contexts.   
As the year draws to a close our learning does not stop in Yellow Unit. Our writing unit on persuasion has 
shown positive growth throughout the year with this text type. The students have planned, drafted and 
published several writing samples that display their understanding of language features and the 
importance of feedback. Evidence of this learning was showcased at our recent assembly where a group of 
students shared their cereal box creations and outlined the persuasive techniques used through advertising 
to encourage consumers to buy the product.  
In Maths the students have been investigating symmetry. Students have been investigating ways to 
manipulate shapes and pictures and drawing mirrored reflections. We continue to revise core concepts 
including the four operations and mental recall of multiplication facts.   
Have an enjoyable break and we will see you all in 2019. 
Nick Bond, Courtney Fladrich, Teigan Kelly, Caroline Carew (LSA) and Tori Smullen (SLC) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Orange Unit News 
 

Rugby union 
We have been fortunate to experience some 
fantastic sport clinics this Term. Our latest 
visitors were representatives from the 
Brumbies and they ran us through challenging 
but fun rugby union drills which enabled the 
students to develop their passing and kicking 
skills.  
 
Santa’s mailbox 

Year 6 have been extremely busy delivering Christmas and holiday cards. 
It has been a highlight for the whole school to have the school leaders 
singing songs as they deliver the contents of Santa’s mailbox each day. 
 
Graduation assembly 
We have the Year 6 graduation assembly on the 19th of December at 
9.30am. It will be an opportunity to celebrate the achievements of this 
fabulous group of students. 
 
 
Transition day 

Year 6 students attending Wanniassa High School in 2019 participated in a transition day on Tuesday 11 
December. It was a chance to meet some of next year’s teachers and get an idea of what life in high school 
looks like. 
David Livingstone, Tamara Pearce Nicole Goodman 



 

Japanese News 

こんにちは 
Konnichiwa (Hello/Good Afternoon), 
In Japanese on the Junior Campus, we have been watching some iconic Japanese films by 
Hayao Miyazaki.   
The Orange unit students have been watching the 2001 film ‘Spirited Away’. Until 2 years 
ago, this was the most successful film from Japan of all time and was more successful than 
Titanic at the box office. It received an academy award in 2003 for best animated film.  (In 
2016, the film that overtook Spirited Away as the biggest selling Japanese film was ‘Your 
Name”).  Students have enjoyed watching this film that connects Japanese folklore with a 
modern storyline. 

 
Yellow unit watched the number 3 bestselling film from Japan, Howl’s Moving Castle. This 
film is based on a book of the same name by Diana Wynne Jones. This movie, also 
nominated for an Academy Award in 2006, is set in an imagined world that is full of magic, 
curses and war.   
 

ありがとう ございます 
Arigatou Gozaimasu 
(Thank you very much) 
Poulakis Sensei 
 

 

Library News 

As the end of the year is fast approaching, we are asking all students to return their library 
books so that we can begin our stock take of library resources. Your child may be given a 
note to take home with details of any books they need to return. Your support in ensuring 
that your child has returned all outstanding loans is greatly appreciated.  
It is still so important to keep reading in the school holidays! Don’t forget that students can 
access a huge range of books through the eBook and audiobook collection through the 
Digital Backpack. If you are interested in learning how to do this, send Mrs Gannon an email 
for more information. 
Wishing all our students and families a wonderful holiday break! 
 
Hayley Gannon – Teacher Librarian 
hayley.gannon@ed.act.edu.au 
 
 
 



 
Mental Health Help over the Holidays 

The Christmas break this year will go for five weeks – meaning that families are out of touch with important sources 
of support and advice – the Executive teachers and School Psychologist at their child’s school. 
 Christmas and holidays can be a source of stress for parents and children. Some families are negotiating shared care, 
some are dealing with financial issues, some are worried about having to see people they don’t particularly get on 
with and having to travel significant distances to do so. Others are missing friends and families in faraway places or 
feel like they don’t have the supports they need.  
It can be difficult knowing who to seek help from over the break, so I have prepared some information for parents to 
help children and for parents to help themselves. 
To access support for Children and Young People: 
If the matter is urgent, and you have serious concerns for a child or young person’s mental health you may: 

• make an appointment to see a GP 

• contact Headspace 6201 5343 

• contact Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service 65051469 (business hours) 

• contact Crisis Assessment Team 1800 629 354 (outside business hours) 

• attend accident and emergency at the hospital with the child / young person 

If you have concerns for a child or young person’s safety, you can call Child and Youth Protection Services 1300 556 
729. 
For less urgent issues, contact your GP and get a referral to a private Psychologist or a service such as Catholic Care 
who bulkbill on 6163 7600.  
Children and Young people can call KidsHelpLine, a confidential phone counselling service available 24 hours per day, 
7 days per week. Calls are often free -1800 55 1800. 
 
To access support for yourself or other adults: 
If the matter is urgent, and you have serious concerns for an adult’s mental health you may: 

• make an appointment to see a GP 

• contact Tuggeranong Mental Health Team (02) 6205 2777     

• contact Crisis and Assessment Team (CATT) on 1800 629 354 or 02 6205 1065. 

• attend accident and emergency at the hospital or call 000  
For less urgent issues, contact your GP and get a referral to a private Psychologist or a service such as Catholic Care 
who bulkbill on 6163 7600.  
Adults can call Lifeline, a confidential phone counselling service available 24 hours per day, 7 days per week - 13 11 
14 
 
Regards, Michele Waters School Psychologist Wanniassa Junior campus 
 
IMB Swim 4 Life Program 
Royal Life Saving ACT is running its IMB Swim 4 Life Program through January 2019, a free water safety and 
awareness program offered to children 4 years and up and is supported by the IMB Community Foundation. 
 
To find out more and enrol, simply collect an information pack from the school’s front office. If the program works 
for you, complete the enrolment form and send it to jrousseau@rlssa.org.au All forms must be returned by email at 
the latest Friday 4th of January 2019 and places are limited. 
 
The IMB Swim 4 Life program runs weekdays from the 14th to 25th January 2019 in the afternoons at one of the 
Swim 4 Life Program Locations: 

• Canberra International Sports & Aquatic Centre, Bruce 

• Canberra Olympic Pool, Canberra City  

• Lakeside Leisure Centre, Greenway 
 
Lessons are 30 minutes long and run for 10 days (weekdays). 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jrousseau@rlssa.org.au


 
 
 
Illegal parking practices  
 
 

Parking safely and legally around schools is important for the safety of our 
students and staff.  This includes parking around schools during and 
outside of school hours. Access Canberra are reminding drivers who choose 
to disregard the road rules/ parking signs will get fined. 
 
 
 

Parents can provide a safer environment for our children and avoid incurring fines which include:  
 

• Parking on the verge ($120 fine)  

• Parking on footpaths or across driveways ($120 fine)  

• Stopping in a No Stopping zone ($270 fine)  

• Parking in a No Parking zone ($120 fine)  

• Parking in a Bus Zone ($162 fine)  

• Parking in a mobility (disabled) space ($600 fine)  
 
 
 
 

BOOK PACKS FOR JUNIOR CAMPUS 2019               
For your convenience, we have arranged for orders for Book packs for the Junior Campus for 2019 to be 
ordered online from Office Max.  
 
To order: 

1. Visit OfficeMaxSchools.com.au and search for Wanniassa School 
2. Enter the school access code OMax104 
3. Complete each student’s details, and the class they’ll be in for 2019 
4. Pay for the packs 
5. Items will be delivered to your homes 

 
 
You may also view the lists on the school’s Facebook page. Students will need to bring 
their Book Packs to their first day of school in 2019. 
 
 

Ellen Ingold (Business and Facilities Manager) 



 
Senior Campus News 

Year 7/8 

As this will be the last newsletter of a very busy and successful 2018, we would like to take this 
opportunity to look back with pride and satisfaction at some of the student highlights and 
achievements throughout the year.  
The most popular highlight amongst all Year 7 and Year 8 students was definitely our camps. For Year 7, 
heading to the coast early in the year was a fantastic opportunity to dive into the surf and develop 
friendships that would allow for an exciting and supportive first year at high school. For Year 8, it was a 
case of encouraging those friends to step out of their comfort zone and take on the challenges of 
activities like the Giant Swing and High Ropes. 
For some students, their experiences of camps went even further as they headed to Broulee for the 
Sport and Rec camp. Students were able to experience the adrenalin rush of surfing, stand up paddle 
boarding and chasing turtles whilst snorkelling. For others, it meant an amazing opportunity to embark 
on a 10-day trip to Japan where the lights, food and culture of Tokyo were balanced out with a deeply 
insightful visit to Hiroshima and then finished off with a trip to Disneyland. 
All of our Year 7 and Year 8 students valued their elective subject experiences in 2018. The 
introduction of CADD led to some amazing 3D designs which were only matched in their creativity by 
the quality and quantity of amazing art produced in Ms Lynch’s room. There were also some highly 
detailed and innovative creations emerging from the workshop and Hospitality suite on a weekly basis.  
STEM was a major focus for a lot of Year 7/8 students this year which was well supported by some 
highly entertaining lab experiments both at school and the STEM Centre in Chisholm. It also included a 
very informative trip to the Water Sanitation Plant at Googong Dam. Everyone was also captivated by 
the visit of the nationally recognised mathematician Eddie Woo. MAPS had our Year 7/8 students 
enthralled in a range of literary and historical activities. Unfortunately, some of these activities were 
also accompanied by Mr Ridd’s jokes and we look forward to him improving next year.  
Our ‘Big 3’ carnivals this year were a resounding success. For some, it was the balance of races and 
waterslides at our Big Splash Swimming Carnival that are best remembered. For others, it was the 
lung-busting colour of our combined Cross Country – Colour run extravaganza. Everyone was grateful 
for the sunny skies at our Athletics carnival as all students ran, threw and jumped their way through 
every activity.  
Wanniassa School were yet again strong performers in a range of representative sports occasions 
throughout the year. Football, Touch Football, Basketball, Buroinjin, and Volleyball were just some of 
the sports that saw Wanniassa show their competitiveness. This was in addition to the large number of 
Year 7/8 students that went on to represent our school at the Southside and ACT carnivals for 
swimming, cross country and Athletics. It was also fantastic to see some of our students (Taylah – AFL, 
Lachlan – NRL, Steph – Cross Country) go on to represent the ACT in their respective National 
Championships.  
Several whole school activities provided some fantastic learning opportunities throughout the year. 
Book week provided the perfect way for some to combine their love of literature and costume design. 
For others it was more the chance to walk down the models’ runway to make sure everyone could see 
their creations! Our Mental Health Day in Term 4 was also a huge success that allowed students to 
discover a whole new range of ways to relax and inspire and support one another. The Production 
Crew developed their stage and technical skills with their efforts and performances in creating a 
‘Grease-style’ inspired medley. 
 
Congratulations to all of Year 7 and Year 8 for their efforts in contributing to our Wanniassa School 
community this year. We hope that the Christmas and New Year period is a safe and enjoyable one 
and we look forward to everyone returning for a bigger and better 2019! 

 

 
 

 



Year 9 
I can hardly believe it! 
In a matter of weeks, the students that I have had the pleasure of working 
alongside every day for the last three years will be completing Year 9 and will be 
moving into their final year at Wanniassa School.  
Indeed, Friday 8th December was a significant moment as we saidfarewell to our 
current Year 10 students and the ‘changing of the chairs’ tradition saw the 
current Year 9’s move into the seats vacated by the Year 10 students at our ‘walk 

out assembly’. 
This year has once again been packed with all sorts of events and excursions 
that have enriched the learning of the students. 
The academic year began back in February and it was at this time that our 
students were provided with their personal chrome books. These computers 
have made a huge difference and really allowed the students to fully engage 
in 21st century learning.  
As always, the students have been given the opportunity to participate for 
their respective houses in the various sports carnivals as well as represent the 
school in various sports such as volleyball, basketball and soccer. I would like 

to take this opportunity to congratulate all those students that have excelled in 
their chosen sports. 
As we continued through the year, the learning opportunities for the Year 9 
students continued. As part of their learning in History, they visited the 
Australian War Memorial and for Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
(STEM) they regularly visited the STEM centre at Caroline Chisholm. These 
excursions provided powerful learning experiences to support the work in the 
classroom. 

 
Other highlights include watching the one-man drama performance ‘Fightin the 
Kaiser’ a powerful show which focused on World War One and its impact from 
the perspective of a soldier. Also of note was the mathematical workshop which 
provided students with the opportunity to work with maths supremo Eddie Woo.  
The mental health day was a huge success and just recently the students enjoyed 
the joint Y9/10 excursion to ‘Wet and Wild’ where fun was had by all. 
 
As we now enter the final year of the 

students schooling at Wanniassa School, I would like to thank all the parents 
and guardians of our students for their on- going support. I firmly believe that 
for our students to truly fulfil their potential, the collaboration between 
carers, teachers and the students themselves is crucial.  
 
The students have worked extremely hard this year and thoroughly deserve 
to have a good rest over the school holidays. 
 
I hope that you and your family enjoy the festive period and I 
look forward to welcoming back all the students in 2019 for 
their senior year! 
 
Kind regards, 
Darren King 
Year 9 Executive Teacher 



 
 
Year 10 News 
 

Wanniassa Students Graduate from Koomarri Career Discovery Pilot Program 

On Monday, 3rd December, twelve Year 10 students who had 
participated in the Koomarri Careers discovery pilot program 
graduated in a special ceremony and luncheon hosted by the group. 
Designed to assist students discover their skills, interests and abilities, 
the program endeavoured to link students with disabilities with 
potential employers.  Each of the graduating students received a 
beautifully framed colour certificate and a special pack that included 
a detailed feedback letter from their work experience employer and 

also a stick drive that contained photos, a resume and employer feedback. The function was attended by 
parents, Genevieve Jacobs, Catherine and Nick Prosser -The Prosser Foundation, Koomarri personnel 
including: Nadine Stephen Koomarri (CEO), Fiona McIntosh - Manager Business Development, Veronica 
Lovell, Fiona and James Lester, Jo Huxley -Koomarri Communications and Marketing, Lee Helm, Bronwyn 
Jadav, and Gemma Worland - Employment Services Team. Also in attendance were Michael Hall, Shaun 
Haidon, Karen Leach and Yvonne Masters.    
 

Final Words from Year 10 
This year has flown by and our Year 10 students have finished for the year. The last two years have been 
marked by some significant events and achievements. We are proud of our Year 10 students – over the 
course of their 4 years at Wanniassa they have in many ways demonstrated our school values of Respect, 
Resilience and Responsibility. They have modelled these values through improving their focus and time 
management with class work, participating in sport, showing compassion for their peers and younger 
students and developing respectful relationships with their teachers. 
There have been quite a few significant moments for this group of students: 

• Our Year 10 student leaders led a round table discussion with the ACT Education Minister about the 
future of education in 2017 

• Due to the success of the round table, our Year 10 school leaders were invited by the Education 
Directorate to participate in the Future of Education Forums that were held in Term 1 at Charles 
Weston School. 

• Sam Torley achieved amazing success in cross country races including Nationals. 

• Most students participated in and passed their Road Ready course. 

• Most students participated in transition visits to their future colleges of choice. 

• Many of our Year 10s participated in work experience this year, including Koomari work experience 
for our students with additional needs. 

Year 10 Formal 
Our Year 10 students enjoyed a lovely formal at the Southern Cross 
Yacht Club. They certainly scrubbed up well and looked stunning in 
their formal outfits; furthermore, their behaviour was impeccable. 
It was a wonderful evening. Students should keep an eye on the 
Year 10 Student Google Classroom as the formal photos will be 
uploaded when they become available. 

Year 10 Walk Out Assembly 
Last Friday, to finish off our Year 10 
student’s high school experience, the Year 
9 students put on the annual Year 10 Walk 
Out Assembly. The assembly was complete 
with an excellent musical number from our 
very own band, Sudden Gratitude, as well 
as a good roasting by Ryan Doyle. The Walk 

Out Assembly culminated in a walk out of the school by our Year 10s to the thunderous sound of staff 
applause.  



 
   
Wet and Wild 
Our Year 10 students along with the Year 9s had a great time 
at Wet and Wild recently. They were highly motivated to go 
as they arrived at school by 6:00am and did not get back to 
Wanniassa until 8:00pm that evening! 
 
Year 10 Excellence Awards 
Three of our year 10 students were recipients of the 
prestigious ACT Year 10 Excellence Awards. Kayzel De Leon, 
Genaro Menagazzo and Gemma Williamson were presented 
with the awards at the Canberra Theatre on Monday, 
December 3rd, 2018. We congratulate these students for their 
hard work and commitment to learning and great citizenship 
throughout their time at Wanniassa School.  
 

 
Lastly, I would like to say that it has been a pleasure working with Ms Alicia Polman to see the Year 10 
student group through their final year at Wanniassa. We wish them all the best for College next year. 
Who contributed this???? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior Campus Wellbeing 
  
 

    
 
 
 
 

     Connect    Keep Active      Take Notice       Keep  Learning     Give 
The Wellbeing Team is available to contact any time: 
 
Ellen Sheridan - School Psychologist      ellen.sheridan@ed.act.edu.au     61421877 
 
Anita Sutherland - Indigenous Education Officer   anita.sutherland@ed.act.edu.au    61421882 
 
Fellon Gaida - School Youth Health Nurse    fellon.gaida@ed.act.edu.au     61421877 
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