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Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Welcome back to 2020 school year!  It has been a great start to the school year.  We have welcomed 53 preschoolers 

and 54 year 7 students in addition to 23 new students in other years.  There are also some new faces in our teaching 

staff; Anna Mahendra, Jo Herstick and Katrina Livanes have joined our primary teaching team, and Kirsten Vizjak, Bec 

Owen, Sarah Wyatt, Heidi Livermore, Emma Spencer, Tania Blak and Joe Harrison have joined the high school team.   

The first newsletter of the year is usually the longest with a lot of information to share with parents.  We are always 

looking for ways to improve so if you have any feedback about the newsletter, or the school in general, I would love to 

hear it. Please call or email anytime. 

 

Before School Supervision  

Parents are reminded direct supervision is provided for K-6 student from 8:45am each morning under the COLA, 

however staff are on site from 8:30am at both campuses and able to assist students if needed.  Only students who 

access Before School Care should be on site before 8:30am.  Please remind your child they can come to their campus 

Front Office if they need assistance at any time. 

 

Preschool parents must accompany their child into the preschool classrooms at 9am to sign student in.  No supervision 

or access to the classrooms can be granted before the program begins.  Prior to 9am parents are welcome to access the 

outside areas of preschool playground and undercover areas. 

 

Absences & ACT Secondary Bursary 

Unfortunately, some parents who receive the ACT Secondary Bursary were surprised to learn their child was no longer 

eligible for the one-off payment after 5 days of unexplained absence in the previous six months.   

 

¢ƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƳŜŜǘǎ the requirements of the scheme, parents must report all absence to the school 

as soon as possible. Reasonable excuses for an absence include illness, injury, medical appointments and bereavement. 

 

Please be aware the front office staff can only amend an absence record in the same calendar year the absence occurred 

and may require additional documentation to amend absences that are more than 4 weeks ago. 

 

School Accident and Incidents 

Wanniassa School collects information about injuries and incidents that occur at school or on school-organised activities, 

on behalf of the ACT Education Directorate.  Some of the information may be personal information as defined in the 

Privacy Act 1988 and the Health Records (Privacy and Access) Act 1997.  The information is usually included in a Student 

Accident/Incident Report or Notification of a Critical Incident together with any accompanying witness statements.   

 

¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƴƻǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩǎ ƛƴǎǳǊŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀŘǾƛǎŜǊǎ ƻf injuries and 

incidents and ensuring that the school itself has accurate and complete records.  
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The Directorate usually provides the form and any other information relevant to the accident/incident to the ACT 

Insurance Authority and the ACT Government Solicitor. Information may also be provided to WorkSafe ACT in 

accordance with the ACT Work Health and Safety Act 2011.  

 

Schools have a duty of care to keep students safe. Where an injury or incident occurs, schools have an obligation to 

determine what has happened and therefore may question students. Schools may also ask students to make statements 

in writing and to sign these statements. 

 

Insurance and Ambulance Transport 

The ACT Education Directorate does not provide any insurance cover for injury, disease or illness to students resulting 

from school activities or school-organised excursions.  Claims for compensation are met where there is a legal liability 

to do so.  Liability is not automatic and depends on the circumstances in which any injury, disease or illness was 

sustained.  

 

As there is no automatic insurance cover for personal injury if your child is injured at school or during a school organised 

activity/excursion you should therefore consider whether taking out personal insurance cover for your child is 

warranted.  

 

This insurance might cover contingencies including medical/hospital expenses, ambulance transport outside the ACT, 

and cancellation of transport/accommodation or loss of/damage to luggage.  

 

The ACT Ambulance Service provides free ambulance transport for students who are injured or suddenly become ill at 

school or during an approved school organised activity within the ACT. 

 

Should you have any specific concerns, please feel free to raise them with me.  

 

Kate 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Whole School Junior School Senior School  
Week Four Tuesday 25 February - Swimming Carnival at Big Splash Year 1-10 

Thursday 27 February - Year 10 Careers Expo 
Thursday 27 February - 5-6:30pm Meet the Teachers night Year 7-10 
 

Week Five Wednesday 4 - Friday 6 March - Year 7 Camp 
Monday 2 March ς Thursday 4 March ς Getting to Know You Interviews K-Year 6 
Friday 6 March 2pm  ς Year 3 & 4 Assembly  
 

Week Six Monday 9 March - Canberra Day Public Holiday 
Tuesday 10 March - ThinkUKnow Cyber Safety Presentation for Parents and Carers 
Wednesday 11 March - ThinkUKnow Cyber Safety Presentation for Year 5 & 6 
Thursday 12 March - ThinkUKnow Cyber Safety Presentation for Year 7 & 8 
Thursday 12 March - ThinkUKnow Cyber Safety Presentation for Year 9 & 10 
 

Week Seven Wednesday 18 March 11:30 - 12:30 pm - Preschool Harmony Day family picnic  
Wednesday 18 March - Immunisations Year 7 & 10 
Friday 20 March 2pm ς Year 1 & 2 Assembly  
 

Week Eight Tuesday 24 March ς Junior Campus School Photos 
 

Week Nine Tuesday 31 March - Learning Support Students Excursion Year 7-10 
Friday 3 April 2pm ς Kinder Assembly 
 

Week Ten Tuesday 7 March - Athletics Carnival K- Year 10 
Thursday 9 April - Last day of term  
Friday 10 April - Good Friday Public Holiday 
 

 
 

 

 

 

School Leadership Team 

Principal Kate Marshall 

Deputy Principal Junior Campus 
Deputy Principal Senior Campus 

Cymantha Cantrill  
Stefan Latham 

Deputy Principal Senior Campus Joanna Lambert 
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Junior Campus News 

Meet our new Junior Campus Staff 

Pre School and Junior Campus 
Executive Teacher Jodi de Ligt  Executive Teacher Melanie Coffill 

Rainbow Unit Samantha Grant  Orange Unit David Livingstone 
 Ilse Arellano   Sally Gore-Johnson 
 Kirsten McKennzie ς LSA   Carolyn Carew - LSA 
 Uzma Nadeem ς LSA    
   Purple Unit Christine Bowman 

Red Unit Ella Quinlan   Witri Nilakandhini ς LSA 
 Teigan Kelly   Kirsty Lucky - LSA 
     

Executive Teacher Rozlyn Mitchell  
Enrichment programs 

Green Unit Courtney Fladrich  Arts Teacher Katrina Livanes 
 Stephanie Williams  STEM Jo Herstick 
   Library Hayley Gannon 

Blue Unit Anna Mahendra    
 Allie Jackson    
     

Yellow Unit Elissa Blowes    
 Penny Johansen    
 Will Anderson    

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Katrina Livanes and I am the arts teacher on 

the junior campus. I have just graduated from the 

University of Canberra with a degree in Primary Education. 

This year, I am teaching visual arts, music, drama and 

dance to years Kindergarten to Year Six. Drawing is my 

passion and I would do it all day every day if I could. I am 

excited to meet everyone and get to know you. 

 

My name is Mrs Mahendra. I teach 1/2M in Blue unit. 

I have just moved from Melbourne with my husband 

my little boy Jack. I am excited to be back in Canberra 

and to be a part of the Wanniassa School community. 

 

My name is Jo Herstik and I am very happy to be the new STEM teacher at Wanniassa Junior School. I look forward 

to having lots of fun investigating and discovering new things during our STEM time.  I have been teaching in the 

Tuggeranong Valley for the lasǘ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀǘ .ƛǊǊƛƎŀƛ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ LŦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ 

ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƳŜ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛƴŘŀōŜƭƭŀΩǎ ƻǊ ǎǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ Ǉƻǘǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎŜǊŀƳƛŎΩǎ ǎǘǳŘƛƻΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

you all and look forward to a great year at Wanniassa. 
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Library Update 

Kindergarten Fridays 

Year 1/2 Spots Tuesday 

Year 1/2 Stars Wednesday 

Year 1/2 Stripes Wednesday 

Year 3/4A Thursday 

Year 3/4B Monday 

Year 3/4J Thursday 

Year 5/6G Tuesday 

Year 5/6L Tuesday 

 

Students are also welcomed to borrow and  

return any day during the first half of lunch. 

Hayley Gannon - Teacher Librarian 

 

 

 

 

Scholastic Book Club 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ /ƭǳō ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

comes home twice a term. Book Club provides a fun and 

convenient way of bringing the best in children's 

ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ 

books from best-selling authors, popular titles and series 

that kids love. Ordering from Book Club is easy. Simply go 

online and place your order using LOOP. When ordering 

from Book Club, you are not only helping your children, 

but you are also helping your school - 20% of your 

purchase comes back to Wanniassa School in valuable 

Scholastic Rewards, which are used to buy library 

resources! 

Koori Preschool Program 

The Koori Preschool Program consists of five Koori Preschools located at the following ACT schools: 

¶ Kingsford Smith School 

¶ Narrabundah Early Childhood School 

¶ Ngunnawal Primary School 

¶ Wanniassa School 

¶ Richardson Primary School.  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 3-5 years can participate in a culturally safe play-based program 

for 15 hours per week to enhance and strengthen cultural connections, identity, and transitions.  

Applications to enrol are made online through the ACT Education website www.education.act.gov.au 

For further information phone ACT Education on 6207 1106. 

file:///C:/Users/cymantha_cantrill/Downloads/www.education.act.gov.au
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Red Unit ς Kindergarten 

What an amazing start to Kindergarten we have had these past few weeks! We are so excited to get to know big 

school and learn new things. Now we are focusing on understanding our school routines and what our listening 

ōƻŘƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜΦ ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ IŜǊŜ 

is a sneak peek into the learning we have been doing in Red Unit so far this term. 

In English, we are focusing on our letters and sounds. To start our year, we looked at what letters are in our name. 

Look at our beautiful artwork that feature the first letter of our names! We are excited to learn how to write and 

sound out our names as well as words in our environment.  

 

We love all things numbers! There are so many numbers we already know and enjoy sharing our knowledge with 

each other. In Maths, we have been playing different number-based games each day and are focusing on learning 

how to correctly form each number. Look at our beautiful number art that shows you our favourite numbers in 

Red Unit!  

 

A big thank you to all our amazing families for a great start to the year - we are so excited to share all our amazing 

learning with you throughout the year! 

Ella Quinlan & Teigan Kelly  

Classroom Teachers 

Jodi de Ligt 

Executive Teacher 
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Green and Blue Unit News 

In Year 1 and 2, Term 1 is off to an amazing start!!! 

In English, we are exploring the structure of narratives. We have looked at adjectives and using descriptions to 

enhance our writing. In our read aloud sessions, we have been using the reading strategies of predicting and 

visualising. 

In Numeracy, we are beginning the year by investigating place value in two-digit and three-digit numbers. We 

have learnt new games to consolidate this learning ς why not ask your child to teach you one of these fun games, 

ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά.ǳƭƭΣ /ƻǿΣ aƛǎǎέ ƻǊ ά[ŀǎǘ aŀƴ {ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎέΦ 

Students have been experiencing the fun of Visual Art with Miss Livanes, STEM with Mrs Herstick, and Library 

with Mrs Gannon. These are on Tuesdays and Thursdays, please check with your child when they need to bring 

their library bag to school. 

In Green unit, our highlight so far has been designing and building different structures in technology. 

In Blue Unit, our highlight has been creating our first visual arts project, which is now on display in the hallway 

near the front office. Check it out! 

 

 

Alaina Bacasno and Ethan Smith are extremely proud of their self-portraits! 
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Yellow Unit News 

We are thrilled to be back at school and in Yellow unit with the lovely 3/4s. The 4s have done such a great job of 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ оΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ оΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
together in 3/4A, 3/4B and 3/4J and have already made new friends.  
 
The students have been enjoying our new integrated unit on Colonisation, where they take ownership of their 
own learning. Students select activities of their choice off a matrix which caters to all learning styles and 
complete it throughout our personal project time lessons. We are beginning a Narrative text writing unit and look 
forward to the students creating their own narratives. We are revisiting Gross motor where the children are 
refining skills and exploring the importance of technique when exploring fundamental movements. This has 
already been a huge hit! We have started preparing to get our garden under way, with students planting seeds 
and taking responsibility for them. We are keeping them in a greenhouse in the unit at the moment. We have 
brainstormed what we will be doing in the outside garden and we are all very excited  
 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ {ŜŜǎŀǿ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ vw ŎƻŘŜǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ȅŜǘΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ !SAP. We look forward to working with the beautiful faces in Yellow unit in 
2020! 
 
Penny Johansen 
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Purple Unit News 

Wow! we have a fantastic start to the year in Purple Unit, already getting back into our routine and meeting some 

new teachers and students. We have started to look at different authors. Our first author is Julia Donaldson, so of 

course we began our journey with the Gruffalo. Not only do we read the book in class, we also look at it on the 

smartboard, and have created artworks based on the characters in the story. This has also linked in nicely with 

library time with Mrs Gannon. 

Christina Bowman, Witri Nilakandhini, Kirsty Luckie and Melanie Coffill 

 

    

Orange Unit News 

It has been a busy start to term in Orange Unit. Thank you to all the parents who organised book packs and 
stationery to ensure we could start the year with everything we need. We have been focusing on teamwork and 
cooperation to improve our learning. Teamwork really does make the dream work. 
 
Maths kicked off with revision of place value and we had heaps of delicious fun working through place value 
using fruit loops to manipulate the value of numbers. We also applied our place value knowledge to solve an 
emoji challenge. 

        

 

Seesaw 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜŜǎŀǿ ŀǇǇ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘΦ bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ 
ǎŜŜ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴg you will also receive notifications on upcoming events. Seesaw also allows 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ 
ask your child to bring another home. 
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Senior Campus News 

 

 

Senior Campus 
Student Services   Maths & Science  

7/8 Executive  Sara Morgans  Executive Teacher Estelle Gillingham 
Year 7 Coordinator Zoe Coffa   Zoe Coffa 
Year 8 Coordinator Madeleine Clayden   Thomas Hinchcliffe 
    Emma Spencer 
9/10 Executive Rebecca Owen    
Year 9 Coordinator Jaime Smith    
Year 10 Coordinator Thomas Hinchcliffe    
     
English & Humanities   PE, Arts & Tech  
Executive Teacher Kirsten Vizjak  Executive Teacher Darren McCrea 
 Joseph Harrison   Maddie Clayden 
 Scott Ridd   Garry Martin 
 Glenn McKenzie   Jaime Smith 
 Sarah Wyatt   Lilly Rowston 
    Sonia Lynch 
    aŀǊƪ hΩIŀǊǘ  

    Andrew Ellicott 
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Meet our new Senior Campus Staff 

 

 

My name is Sarah Wyatt and I am working in the 

LS and English/HaSS faculties, I have a teaching and 

industry background and now call Canberra home 

(after living in Manchester, Brisbane and Perth).  In 

my spare time, I enjoy camping with my family and 

subject them to road trips with many, many hours 

in the car (driving to Queensland and Northern 

NSW to visit family)!  I also enjoy spending time at 

the Coast and going for hikes around Canberra.  I 

am looking forward to working with your young 

people and making HaSS interesting, engaging and 

challenging.   

 

 

My name is Heidi Livermore. I am excited to join 

the Wanniassa team and will be teaching English 

in both mainstream and Learning Support areas. 

I have been teaching for ten years and have an 

interest in supporting students with dyslexia and 

other reading difficulties to achieve positive 

outcomes at school. Outside of school, I enjoy 

cooking, movies, watching sport and doing 

triathlons.  

 

 

My name is Tania Blak and I am very pleased to be 

working with the staff and students who engage in 

Learning Support.  I have worked in many different 

settings included many years in BC, Canada.  I am 

a staunch believer that education = choice.  I want 

my students to have many, many choices when 

they are adults. 

    

 

My name is Emma Spencer. I started teaching in 

NSW before travelling overseas where I taught 

for 6 years before returning to Canberra with my 

family. I teach PE, Science, Learning Support and 

the CIT Industry Pathways course. I love being 

outdoors, gardening, cooking, playing sport and 

being with my children. 
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ENGLISH 

There is much research into the benefits of reading. Not only can it reduce stress and be relaxing, but it can develop 

communicŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅΣ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ Lƴ 

English we are encouraging students to bring a book of their own choice to school or to read their class novel for the 

first ten minutes of each English lesson. There are also books to read on the shelves in the English rooms.  

Getting to know each other and demonstrating their writing and oral reading skills has been the focus for Year 7 students 

these past two weeks. Students were recently issued with their class novel and we have just begun reading them, with 

ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΩ 

language choices effect meaning. 

Year 8 have begun the year focusing on advanced writing skills, building on what they have learned in Year 7. This has 

included a focus on manipulating sentence structure and choosing effective vocabulary in order to communicate 

efficiently and with impact. Students have also examined examples of narrative writing and produced creative works of 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴΣ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǘƛƳǳƭƛΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ .ǊǳŎŜ tŀǎŎƻŜΩǎ Fog a Dox. 

Year 9 have begun investigating genre, with a focus on crime and horror. They have unpacked their own knowledge of 

the subject and started to learn how the creators of texts use and expand the features of genres in order to affect 

audiences. Year 9 have investigated examples of modern and classic genre texts, including Frankenstein and Edgar Allen 

tƻŜΩǎ The Tell-tale Heart in the first weeks of Term 1.  

Film study, with a focus on developing the ability to effectively discuss the features and techniques used in making 

movies, is the current focus for Year 10 students. They have refreshed their knowledge of camera shots and movement, 

as well as the use of editing and the various elements of costume, lighting and set. Students have shown their knowledge 

through storyboarding and analytical writing. 

 

Hi, 

aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ WƻŜ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΣ LΩƳ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 

ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ LΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ /ŀƴōŜǊǊŀ ŦǊƻƳ 

Sydney, after several years teaching in a very large 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǎƻ LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 

ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ²ŀƴƴƛŀǎǎŀΦ LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘǘƛng to 

know the school and students better over the course of 

the year.  

Thanks! Let me know if there are any issues. 

 

My name is Kirsten Vizjak and I am delighted to be 

a part of the Wanniassa School community. Leading 

the Humanities area, I am keen to ensure that every 

student has multiple opportunities to achieve and 

to enjoy their learning, and to be active citizens 

here at the school. I enjoy travel, the outdoors, 

languages and reading. In my spare time I volunteer 

for an overseas NGO. 
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GEOGRAPHY 

 

Students are encouraged to enter the Australian Geography Competition which will be run in the school during Week 8. 

This is a great opportunity for students to practise and demonstrate their geographical skills. Certificates of recognition 

will be given to students and there are prizes for the highest scoring students in each state and territory. Payment of $4 

can be made at the front office before 2 March. If you have any questions, please speak with Kirsten Vizjak or look at 

the following website: https://www.geographycompetition.org.au/ 

HASS 

Year 7 has started the year by exploring ancient civilisations, looking at the first cities of Catalhoyuk and Mesopotamia, 

formed when nomadic peoples began to settle in one place and develop agriculture.  We have also discussed how and 

why we study history, and students had a short presentation on archaeology ς one of the foremost methods for 

understanding the past ς and what makes good archaeological practice.  This week Year 7 have moved on to the study 

of Ancient Egypt.   

Year 8 have begun the term with an introduction to the life and times of Medieval Europe in a three-part unit that will 

span the entire semester.  Students are currently exploring the Feudal System and its implementation by William the 

Conqueror after the battle of Hastings and what life was like for the different classes. They will soon be reading some 

original sources relating to one of the most infamous events to strike Europe ς the spread of the Bubonic Plague. 

The Second World War and its impact on Australia and the wider world is the focus of our Year 10 students.  Following 

on from their unit on the Great War in Year 9, students have spent time examining the circumstances around the Treaty 

of Versailles, considering how the German perspective on the treaty resulted in a massive push of Nationalism and the 

https://www.geographycompetition.org.au/


14 

 

formation of the Nazi Party under Hitler.  They have begun assessing the effectiveness of the Blitzkrieg and why it was 

so successful, and this week have considered how the complicity of the Vichy French and German civilians, and the 

rampant anti-{ŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀΣ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ άCƛƴŀƭ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ōŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΣ 

from the first signs of symbolisation to the de-humanisation of the Jewish people by the invasion of Poland. 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

It has been quite an eventful start to the year in PE as the Canberra climate of heat, smoke and rain wreaked havoc with 

our best laid plans!  

Year 7 students have had a fantastic time getting to know one another through a series of games and movement 

challenges designed to help identify and develop skills to help achieve success. Year 8 have proven they know how it all 

works by starting the year off in tremendous fashion! Their focus for this term is to use feedback from both their teachers 

and each other to improve body control and coordination in their Touch Football and Futsal units.  

Year 9 and Year 10 students have started their year by identifying similarities between successful techniques and 

movement strategies in one sporting situation and how similar strategies could be used effectively in a different sport. 

Year 9 are refining their ability to gain and retain possession during games of basketball and AFL whilst Year 10 are 

focussing on effective techniques in their units of Cricket and Sofcrosse. 

Of course, our first big sporting carnival of the year is almost upon us. It is always a fantastic day out (weather permitting) 

at our Big Splash Swimming Carnival. Students from 8 years (born 2012 or older) will have the opportunity to enter 

competitive races with the view to progressing to the next level of competition later in the term. 

Soon, we will be sending out the call for any student interested in representing Wanniassa School at either Basketball 

or Touch Football. These are the first of our High School Sporting events for this year and we look forward to recognising 

the amazing effort of our students out there in the community.  
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School Sport ACT are about to launch their new website which will detail all the representative opportunities available 

to our students. Please be on the lookout for notifications of upcoming events and trials via the Year Group Google 

Classroom pages and our Wanniassa School Facebook page. 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

In Year 8 Food Skills, the students have been learning the ins and outs of food hygiene and safety. They have been 

practicing using the knives correctly and learning about healthy eating and how to work with others.  

In our Year 9/10 Designer Food Trends elective, students have been looking at past and present food trends and 

ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΩ ƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ were popular in decades past. They have been preparing, cooking and 

eating these past food trends with chicken tikka masala and teriyaki chicken sushi being the first trip back in time! When 

not cooking up a storm, our theory component has encouraged students to discuss emerging food trends such as 

flexitarian diets and the war on waste. It is shaping up to be an interesting term! 

Our Year 9/10 Hospitality students have made a terrific start ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ L ƛƴ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 

onlȅ ƻƴŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭ-important food hygiene competency. In our practical lessons, the 

students have been undergoing food skill workshops, with the focus being on precision knife cuts that are found in 

commercial kitchens. The students are then using these knife cuts in a variety of ways namely nachos and rice paper 

rolls. 

ARTS AND PHOTOGRAPHY 

¸ŜŀǊ т ±ƛǎǳŀƭ !Ǌǘǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƭƭŀƎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ΨŦŀƴǘŀǎȅ ƳǳǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ [ƻǘǎ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ƛǎ 

being had, creative experimentation and interesting art works are being created. We have been concentrating on the 

elements of art and will soon be embarking on expressive painting.  

Year 8 Art & Film students are focusing on film genre studies, story boards and short film appreciation. These creative 

experiences will then be put to the test through the making of a short film. Plenty of discussion and negotiation amongst 

ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ƛǎ ΨIƻǊǊƻǊΩΦ   

Year 9 & 10 Visual Arts Exploration students are delving into taking creative decision making, artistic originality and skill 

base to the next level. We are currently looking at art appreciation and are preparing to create expressive self-portraits, 

which is our next practical workshop assessment. This will be a challenging and exciting journey for the students to 

explore self-expression in a whole new creative way. 

Year 9 & 10 Art & Photography students been investigating the pros and cons of airbrushed photos in the digital world 

of photography. A very timely and very confronting topic that has led to some amazingly detailed and challenging class 

discussions. We will be looking at how technical and symbolic elements are manipulated in photographic artworks to 

create and challenge media conventions, social beliefs and values for a range of audiences. Of course, our practical skills 

also need to be put to the test so be on the look-out for some fantastic action-shots from our upcoming Swimming 

Carnival!  

MUSIC  

Our school is in its second year participating in the ACT Instrumental Music Program. This program is to increase the 

ǳǇǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ ōǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƻŘǿƛƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  

Students pay $25 a term, or $100 a year to participate in this program which includes the instrument fee. 
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Some practice will be done during school hours, and each instrument will be learning their part of a song. They will 

then come together to make a 100- piece combined school band and participate in an onstage performance at the 

ANU at the end of the year.  

We need students who would like to play brass or woodwind instruments.  Trumpet, Trombone, Euphonium, Clarinet, 

Saxophone, Oboe and Bassoon.  

Beginners have rehearsal on Wednesdays period 1, and practice on Monday at 3:15pm to 4:15pm.  

Continuing and advanced students will have rehearsal Mondays period 1, and practice on Thursday 3.15pm to 4.15pm. 

.ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƛƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 

Students from Year 5 to 10 can participate and can get a note from the Junior Campus Office or from Mr Ellicott on the 

Senior Campus. 

STEM 

To start the year, Year 8 Science focussed on developing their inquiry skills.  Students were asked to design a range of 

prototypes using a limited number of resources, such as straws, spoons, CDs and cups. They designed and constructed 

many interesting things, including reading glasses, drum kits, drink bottles and robots. The students then collaborated 

ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǊ ǊŜŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜǎΦ Lƴ aǎ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊΩǎ ¸ŜŀǊ тκу Ŏƭŀss, students designed and tested catapults. 

     

In Science, the Year 9s are investigating the different aspects of Science required to construct a base on Mars! Our 

students are working through a complex mix of Biology, Chemistry, and Physics to investigate what the requirements 

are to be able to sustain life on a new planet. Specifically, the Year 9 students are researching the physics of 

Electromagnetic Radiation and how it travels through space, and the chemical reactions of life within plants and animals. 

We are creating our own Biosphere in the Science Labs and mixing a variety of hands on activities, with cross curricular 

aspects of Science before submitting a personalised Mars Base Proposal. 

In year 7 Mathematics students are solving problems with integers; specifically directed numbers. Every lesson we take 

on the Numeracy Ninja challenge to improve our mental computation strategies. 
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 STUDENT SERVICES 

The Senior School Student Services Team would like to welcome students and families back to the 2020 School Year. 
Wanniassa School has a strong commitment towards student engagement and wellbeing and a committed team of 
professionals who will work closely with families and students to ensure the best possible outcomes.  
  
This year will see the introduction of several new and exciting opportunities for our students including: 
¶ The introduction of a Wellbeing Curriculum - this curriculum has been developed to address the Health and 

Wellbeing needs of our students and aligns with National Curriculum needs. Small, supportive classes will be 
facilitated by a teacher mentor from the Wellbeing team and lessons will be used to develop a range of skills, 
understandings and initiatives in each of our students.  

¶ A new partnership with Foodbank Australia- This partnership will allow us to provide breakfast club 5 
ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŦǊƻƳ уΥолŀƳΦ ! ƴŜǿ Ψ5ǊƻǇ LƴΩ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜd that will also provide lunch options 
for students two days per week. This partnership will allow us to support many students and families and 
provide an area where students can socialise, eat and connect with each other. 

¶ In addition, we will be continuing fantastic opportunities and programs such as the Ganbra Program, the Y-
Aspire Program, PCYCΣ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨNational Day Against BullyingΩ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ 
students with a variety of opportunities to develop and grow. 

  
All students are reminded that they are not permitted to leave school grounds during the day. Students are not able 
to leave grounds and go to the shops between the hours of 9am and 3pm whilst under the care of staff. This is a safety 
and supervision concern and any student found leaving grounds will be directed back to school. We encourage 
students to pack their lunch or to speak with a student services team member if it has been forgotten.  
  
We are proud of our school and students and encourage all students to wear school uniform to identify as part of our 
community. We have been informed by Savvy Schoolwear that the Coronavirus outbreak has led to delays in stocking 
Wanniassa Uniforms and will communicate when new stock occurs. In the meantime, please ensure that students 
attend school in neat and tidy clothing in school colours and that enclosed footwear is always worn. 
  
We encourage all families to connect with the relevant supports and to communicate any issue or concerns. We are 
keen to work with families and to support all our students. All staff can be contacted via email or through the front 
office and will endeavour to return your call / email within 24 hours. 
  
Key Contacts: 
Deputy Principal Student Support and Community Engagement ς Jo Lambert 
Year 7/8 Student Services Executive- Sara Morgans 
Year 9/10 Student Services Executive ς Bec Owen 
School Psychologist ς Frances Jomantas 
School Youth Health Nurse ς Kate Sorensen 
Youth Support Worker- Jake Whatman 
Indigenous Education Officer ς Anita Sutherland 
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Student Absences 

If your child is absent due to Illness, or needs to leave 

early to attend an appointment during the day, you 

must call or email us to let us know.  

Alternatively, you will receive an SMS if your child is 

not in class by 9am. You can reply via text.  

Every student arriving after 9am must sign in. If 

leaving before 3pm they must be signed out by a 

parent or guardian.  

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ 

reason for absence (illness, leave, appointment) as 

well as your contact details. 

               Junior Campus            Senior Campus  
                  6142 1840                  6142 1870  

Email wans.absences@ed.act.edu.au 

Permission Notes 

Excursions and incursions are an important part of 

your Childs education. They provide an opportunity 

for your child to engage with the community and 

experiences connected to their learning in our 

school.   

All permission notes must be returned before or on 

the date stated on the form. If permission notes 

ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 

cancelled.  

We need notes returned on time so final 

arrangements can be made. For example, 

transport, staffing, venue hire, sports grounds and 

any fees.  

DirectoraǘŜΩǎ 9ȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ 

activity for students, under the supervision of a 

teacher/s, directly related to the curriculum of the 

school. 


