Wanniassa School Newsletter
Week 10, Term 2, 2022

Dates to Remember
WholeSchool JuniorSchoolSenior School

A Message from the Principal
Dear Parents and Carers

Semester 1 reports were sent to parents and carers this week. The software used by all
ACT public schools, School Administration System, automatically sends reports to the
first priority in the first household. Reports for second households are sent manually by
school staff. If your household has not received a copy of your child’s report please
contact the front office.
Our application to be a part of Floriade Community has been successful for a second
year and both senior and junior campuses will be hosting a display. Our Year 5/6
students have been hard at work filling planter boxes and planting bulbs along the
Junior Campus front fence line. The student volunteer gardening crew have been
planting on the Senior Campus in the temporary planters near the carpark entrance. We
hope you enjoy watching our Floriade garden bloom over the next few months. In early
October families will have an option to purchase their own piece of Wanniassa Floriade
to take home as we sell the bulbs to raise funds for our next 3-6 playground upgrade.
During Week 9, I hosted a Principal's lunch on Junior Campus for 16 students in Years
3-6 who have demonstrated our PBL value of resilience in a range of ways throughout
the term.
Our very talented Senior Campus Year 9 students catered and served restaurant quality
food! During lunch students engaged in a critical analysis of teaching and learning
strategies that not only help them engage with learning tasks but accelerate their speed
and confidence when they are learning.
Twilight Community Fair
Wanniassa School won a grant to host a community event to welcome our families and
community back to school post-covid. We are excited to begin planning for our Term 3
Community Twilight fair. We plan to have a range of child and family community
supports and services attend this event as well as fun activities for the whole family to
enjoy. If you are engaged with a sports or community club, an agency or a not-for-profit
group that may like to attend and share information about their program or services,
please get in touch with us via info@wans.act.edu.au
I hope you are able to have a safe and relaxing school holiday break.
Kate
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Student Absences

If your child is absent due to illness or
needs to leave early to attend an
appointment during the day, please call or
email us to let us know. Alternatively, you
will receive an SMS if your child is not in
class by 9am. You can reply via text.
Every student arriving after 9am must
sign in. If leaving before 3pm please let the
office know via phone or email before 1pm so we
can arrange for your child to come to the front
office. Students must be signed out by a
parent or carer. Don't forget to include your
child's full
name,
the
reason
for
absence (illness, leave, appointment) as
well as your contact details.
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Snapshots from the JC Library
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Snapshots from the JC Library
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JUNIOR CAMPUS

Term reflection – Preschool
This term the children have worked on developing
connections with one another, educators, and the
learning environment. Our routines have supported
children to build their oral language and listening, as
they build the skills to be effective communicators.

Preschool

Across all groups a key focus of the term was to
write an Acknowledgment of Country. This process
has strengthened our morning meetings.
The Dolphins have made clay tree sculptures, learnt
about Matisse, became budding engineers in the
block room and discovered the secret world of
mushrooms. We are building our collaboration skills
as we play ball games and team sports, such as tball.
The Gudamang children have shared their
knowledge of Country, bringing their rich culture
into their learning through their artwork and
outdoor investigations. Using a range of resources,
the children have begun to plan and build structures
with greater attention to detail. Outdoors, the
Gudamang enjoy turning the large blocks into
settings for their role play, gardening and learning
more about the outdoor environment.
The children have developed a strong sense of
belonging which will continue to be fostered in the
coming months.

Kindergarten
Literacy
We have been learning about the sounds letters
make and blending sounds to read words. We
have been learning to correctly form the letters
of the alphabet and write simple sentences. We
start each day with Literacy rotations where we
participate in a range of activities to consolidate
our letter sound knowledge, including using
Reading Eggs and reading with the teacher.
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JUNIOR CAMPUS
Kindergarten Continued
Numeracy
This term we have been consolidating
our numbers to 10 knowledge as well
as extending our ability to read and
write numbers to 20. The students
really enjoyed increasing their
knowledge of measurement. We learnt
to compare objects by placing one
object against another to determine
which is longer. We also learnt to
measure objects using informal units
such as paddle pop sicks and counters
and record and compare our results.

Science
In science we have been investigating what plants
need to grow. We used cotton wool, sandwich bags
and water to provide students with hands-on, shared
experiences of what plants need to survive by
investigating the growth of seeds under different
conditions. We have been using a plant diary to
record observations of the leaves, stems and roots of
a plant as they grow.

Gross motor
We take part in Gross Motor rotations to help develop a range of fundamental movement skills. We get the music
pumping and use the activities to improve our coordination and confidence.
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JUNIOR CAMPUS
Years 3 and 4
It is hard to believe that Semester One is nearly over. It has been a good Semester for us in the Orange Unit. The
students are busy in all areas of their learning and have been working hard on their persuasive texts and learning
about life cycles and living things. In Mathematics, we are focusing on Multiplication and division and identifying
the use of Australian currency. In HASS, our students are learning about Government and the importance of
rules and laws in the society.
A fantastic highlight this term was the start of our Soccer Clinics. It was so good to see the students showing
interest and keeping focused right through. They were able to actively participate in different soccer activities.
These clinics will continue till the end of the term.

On Tuesday 31 May Dion Drummond came to our school to do an Indigenous Dance
Performance in the Hall. Dion is one of Australia’s most experienced Indigenous
performers, covering both Mainland and Islander cultures as a dancer, singer and
storyteller. All the students and teachers enjoyed the performance very much.
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JUNIOR CAMPUS
Years 3 and 4 continued
On Friday 17th June we had Seve De Campo come to chat with the students. He was our Cross County
Olympian. Seve went to Bejing earlier this year to represent Australia in the Winter Olympics. It was
very interesting to hear some of his stories.

We are in the middle of winter now and some students are coming to school with no jumpers and just their
big jackets. Our unit at times can become cold and just having a big jacket on doesn't keep the students
warm when they go outside. Also, the mornings have been freezing and the extra layers are needed on
those frosty mornings.
We are still noticing that students are bringing toys to school. Could you remind your child to leave all toys
at home. This includes Pokémon cards. It can be upsetting to the students when these precious toys are
lost, broken or stolen. We would like to avoid confiscating toys from the students, so please talk with your
children about not bringing them or hiding them in bags or pockets.
Have a good break and we will see you all next term.
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JUNIOR CAMPUS

Years 5 and 6
Wakakirri This term, the Yellow Unit has had
the amazing opportunity to work with the
Wakakirri Company in creating our performance
for this Year’s theme ‘Rise Up’! The students
developed the idea for the performance and
have been working hard each week getting
ready for the big day in Term3!

Dance Nation Our dancing
enthusiasts in Yellow Unit have also
joined the Dance Nation Team. They
have been practising since Term 1
and we wish them the best of luck
in their performance in Week 10!
Go Wanniassa!
Oz Harvest 5K have been
learning about healthy eating
and enjoying putting their
cooking skills to the test with
Oz Harvest this term!

Birrigai – Year 6 6D were lucky
enough to spend the day at the
magnificent grounds at Birrigai.
Our students were able to
demonstrate their team
building and leadership skills!

Buddy Reading This term Year 5 and Year 6 have had the opportunity to get to know and work with our
Reading Buddies. 6D loves working with 2L and 5K have a great time with 1/2A!
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JUNIOR CAMPUS
Purple Unit
It has been an exciting and fun term in Purple Unit! We have had a lot of exciting events such as dress up days, athletics
carnival and sports clinics.
This term we have been learning how to use our resilience to bounce back in different situations. We have talked about
the importance of managing when things don't go the way we would like as well as identifying people who can help us
when we need it. We have spoken about good days and bad days and how we can always turn a bad day around.
Our senior Year 4 - 6 students have been learning to research facts and write information reports. We have practised
how to scan texts to find interesting pieces of information and take notes. We then draft our information report and
have been practising how to publish using google docs. We are loving using the chrome books to help support our
literacy skills.

The junior students are enjoying their
integration time in their mainstream
classrooms. This has been an excellent
opportunity for us to practise our social skills
and turn taking as well as a chance to develop
relationships with other peers and teachers.
We have loved the dress up days this term! We
all looked amazing in our superhero costumes
and had lots of fun playing with others! We also
enjoyed running in races at the athletics carnival
and had a great time riding on the bus!
We are still working very hard to earn PBL
points! We loved getting to trade our points in
for a fun rewards afternoon! We were able to
choose different reward activities to celebrate
all of our great choices. We chose slime making,
painting, gardening and free time on the
chrome books!
We are already looking forward to all of the
wonderful learning that will happen in Purple
Unit next term!
Sally Gore-Johnson, Witri Nilakandhini, Karen
Leach and Melanie Coffill
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SENIOR CAMPUS
Learning Support (Small Group Program)
Year 7 Small Group Program HaSS has been exploring the
wonders of Ancient Greece. Some of the class enjoyed sampling
some Greek snacks. We have explored the Greek Alphabet and
investigated a range of Greek gods. For the final weeks of school,
we are studying the Greek history of the Olympic games and how
sports have changed (and stayed the same) over time.
Sarah, Ness and Cordie.

Year 9 and 10 Small Group Program HaSS have been studying the Stolen Generation as part of our Rights and
Freedoms Unit. The students are currently completing a Source Analysis identifying the purpose and value of
different sources (see below) in history. Earlier in the Term, students completed their own Acknowledgment of
Country leading into Reconciliation Week. Some of the students shared:
“We are grateful for being able to learn, play, work and live on this loved and well cherished land. We celebrate the
role of the oldest living culture in the world”.
“I thank the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People for their endless amount of tolerance and accepting ways.
It is very much appreciated by all of us”.
Thanks Year 9/10
Sarah and Cordie
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SENIOR CAMPUS
HASS
The Year 8 HASS classes have been taking us back in time to visit Medieval Europe, Ancient Japan and the
Vikings. As part of their major assessment task, Year 8 have designed or modified time travel devices - the
Tardis was particularly popular - to take their fellow classmates back in time to visit significant people,
events or places. As part of this task, Year 8 studied primary and secondary sources to inform their
research. Some of their wonderful slides are below.

English

In Year 7 English, we have been learning about non-fiction
text types. This term's major assignment required students
to create their own magazines. These magazines could be
about a topic of their choice, but had to include at least
one review, one feature article and one Q+A. The aim of
this task was for students to demonstrate their
understanding of how language features, images and
vocabulary affect audiences.
It has been really enjoyable to see students explore topics
they are passionate about and for teachers to get to know
more about their students' interests.
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SENIOR CAMPUS
English Continued
Students in Year 10 English have been working to analyse and create images this term. We have looked at
and discussed a wide variety of examples, and our final project involved creating our own picture books
and explaining some of the choices in making them. Our Year 10 students have made some amazing work
and a few examples are attached here.

Remy Patterson

Charlise Vandeven

Izzy Turley
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SENIOR CAMPUS
Arts and Technology
Music
Year 7 and Year 8 Music students have completed
introductory work on either their keyboards or guitars
and have supplemented their practical skills by learning
how to read and write music.
Year 9 and 10 students have been learning how to
perform blues music. Everyone had a go at improvising
some blues solos and the results were fantastic.
Year 8 Food Technology
Throughout the term, the Year 8 students have been learning cookery
methods and their skills have developed by cooking breakfast, lunch
and dinner meals. For their assessment, students researched breakfast
options and created a “Breakfast in a jar Muesli” with a company logo
and labels.

Year 9/10 Food Technology
Year 9/10 students have been busy this semester combining their own development in the mastery of a range of cooking
techniques and projects. Students have been creating their interpretations of Greek salads, crepe and poached pear, San
choy Bau, Aegean Lentil pastas, and gluten free almond and white chocolate cookies. As Term 2 progressed, there was a
focus on catering and hospitality which saw our students create some amazing food for our community at our Open
Night and even a few events for staff who paid to eat in our School Café.
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SENIOR CAMPUS
Arts and Technology continued
Year 9/10 Visual Arts & 7 Arts Foundation
Year 7 students have been introduced to the wonderful
world of Visual Arts through their investigation of
different artistic skills. Some of the mediums they have
attempted are paints, pencils and clay. Our Year 9/10
students have been working hard to develop
inspirational murals and their own art style. Detailed
practices have accompanied these assignments to
manage their artistic skills and produce the most
desirable outcome.
Year 9/10 Woodwork
This semester we have been working on refining our hand tool skills and investigating various joinery methods,
including dove tails and mortice and tenor joints, to produce high quality Wood Design projects. Our students can
be immensely proud of their table caddies and foot stools! As an added bonus, students also spent time looking
at how to upholster a seat that was required for the top of the foot stool.
Year 10 Metal/Jewellery
This semester we have looked at the production of a sheet metal “Carry all” before selecting their next projects.
These included a Junior Hacksaw, a Machinist Square, a Multi Tool and a Centre Punch. Our Year 9/10 students
have quite the tool collection! Students also started to research different joinery and welding styles.
Our Year 9/10 Jewellery students started with “Bent Copper” jewellery, producing a 3 piece set (ring, pendant,
bracelet) with all pieces required to have a connecting theme. This allowed them to evaluate the form and
production of different jewellery methods. Some students also experimented with clay as they researched
jewellery designers and looked for inspiration into their own production.
Year 8 Design/Technology
Our introduction to Year 8 Design focused on the safe practice of various hand tools and joinery methods.
Students have had a great time producing either a 3-piece puzzle, a pencil box or a sheet metal elephant!
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SENIOR CAMPUS
Arts and Technology continued

Year 9/10 Sports and Performance - Peer Coaching
Over the last term, the Year 9/10 Sports and Performance class has
been honing their sports coaching skills to deliver a peer coaching
program to the Junior Campus! Along the way they have completed
a Community Coaching Certificate from the AIS and developed
detailed session plans. At the Junior Campus, they have successfully
delivered sports coaching sessions for cricket, oz tag, netball,
basketball, soccer, volleyball and AFL.

Cross Country
A small but dedicated group of Wanniassa students attended the zone cross country carnival on Monday 6 June (a
pupil free day!) at Stromlo Forest Park. Congratulations to Tom Davies, Miller Ramsden, Sam Allen, Logan Volkert,
Ruben Hines, Lachlan Drage and Louis Ryan for braving the elements and bringing in some impressive results. Tom,
Miller, Louis and Logan qualified for the SSACT Cross Country held on Wednesday 15 June in much better conditions. A
special mention to Tom, who placed 10th in his final in a very strong field. A huge thank you to parents & grandparents
for making the trip out to Stromlo on both days and cheering on the team!

We have excitedly welcomed the Canberra
Academy of Chess to Junior Campus on
Wednesdays this term. Canberra Academy of
Chess will continue to run a weekly class
throughout Term 3. If you are interested in
enrolling, details are attached.
During Term 3 students will have the
opportunity to practice their skills during an
additional lunch time club.

English Conversation Group
A huge thank you to our community volunteers Dianne
and Anna who have engaged with us to facilitate our
Coffee and Chat English Conversation Group! We are
pleased to begin facilitating this weekly group on Junior
Campus from Week 2 Term 3. Sessions will be held
Tuesday Mornings 9.15-10.15am
Our chat group is designed to be a friendly and
welcoming group for people who would like to practice
their English language, or casual conversation skills, and
connect with their community. All levels of English
language skills are welcome. Attendees do not need to
be student family members. Please feel free to attend
with a neighbour or friend and share with your
networks.
If you are interested in attending or finding out more,
please contact melanie.coffill@ed.act.edu.au

Recycling Program – Return it
We have an exciting new fundraising and recycling initiative about to kick off! From the start of Term 3 Wanniassa
School will be collecting empty drink containers to deposit with the ACT Container Deposit Scheme
(www.actcds.com.au) and earning 10 cents for each one. This means we’ll be helping to keep the ACT clean and
protecting the environment while raising money for ongoing playground improvements.
You can help by:
• depositing your eligible cans and bottles at bottle return locations across ACT and using our 10-digit school code:
• bringing cans and bottles from home to our JC bottle bins
• talking to your friends, family or neighbours and see if they will save their eligible drink containers for you
• collecting containers from colleagues at your workplace, gym or sports club.
Eligible drink containers include glass bottles, plastic bottles, aluminium cans and cartons sized between 150ml
and 3L. A quick guide is to look out for the ‘10c’ symbol on the label to see if it can be returned for a refund. Please
get in touch with us if you are available to help our volunteers sort and return containers. We urge everyone to get
involved and turn rubbish into a resource. So please join us in recycling your eligible drink containers. You’ll not
only be helping us raise funds, you’ll also be helping to reduce litter and landfill.
To direct your return funds to our Wanniassa Fundraiser, our 10-digit code at the shop fronts is 0261421840, this
is the Junior Campus phone number.
If you return bottles to the Erindale drop off, this QR code will direct your return funds to the Wanniassa School
account.

Staff Wellbeing
Our Wanniassa Wellbeing Team would like to thank a huge range of local businesses and services for their generous support of our recent
staff wellbeing raffle.
Thank you to the following organisations:
Hoyts Woden
Limelight Tuggeranong
Belluci’s Woden
Café Cherry Beans
Astral Float
Capital Brewery
Vanilla Pod
Wanniassa Handmade Markets
Grill’d Woden
Harry Hartog
Brodburger
Canberra Distillery
Chong & Co
Flip Out Majura Park
Woolworths
Dendy
X and O
Southside Leisure Centre

At Wanniassa School, Woden Community Service (WCS) provides quality
before school, after school and school holiday programs for children in
Preschool to Year 6.
Wanniassa Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) offers a fun, supportive and
inclusive environment for our children and families. We draw upon the
interests of our children to create a program offering exciting games to play,
craft activities, gardening, cooking and more. Our dedicated educators
provide engaging and fun learning opportunities for the children to learn
from and explore.

Before School Care
We serve a nutritious breakfast and offer inside and outdoor activities to
engage your child’s brain as they start their day.
Our before school care program operates out of the school hall. Educators
escort children in Preschool to their classroom, while all other children make
their own way to their room.

After School Care
We serve a nutritious snack for afternoon tea and offer an inclusive
environment with a focus on building children’s social skills, resilience and
sustainability. Children are offered the opportunity to participate in leisure
and recreation activities such as art, games, gardening, cooking, drama and
more.
Our after-school care program operates out of the school hall. Educators
escort children in Preschool from their classroom to the hall.

School Holiday Program
Our service at Wanniassa provides a school holiday program for children in
Preschool to Year 6. During school holidays, we provide a blend of excursions,
incursions and in-service activities. This caters for all families and mimics a
home like environment. We serve a nutritious snack for afternoon tea and ask
families to provide morning tea and lunch for their child.
The educational program and list of activities offered are available on the
Monday of week 6 of each school term.

Bookings for the Winter 2022 school holiday program open
at 10am on Tuesday 31st May 2022.

